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SAR 
 The Sons of the American Rev-

olution is a historical, educational, & 

patriotic non-profit, United States 501 

(c) 3 corporation that seeks to maintain 

and extend  (1) the institution of Ameri-

can freedom, (2) an appreciation for true 

patriotism, (3) a respect for our national 

symbols, (4) the value of American citi-

zenship, and (5) the unifying force of e 

pluribus unum that has created, from the 

people of many nations, one nation, and 

one people. 

 We do this by perpetuating the 

stories of patriotism, courage, sacrifice, 

tragedy, and triumph of the men who 

achieved the independence of the Amer-

ican people in the belief that these sto-

ries are universal ones of manôs eternal 

struggle against tyranny, relevant to all 

time, and will inspire and strengthen 

each succeeding generation as it too is 

called upon to defend our freedoms on 

the battlefield and in our public institu-

tions. 

 

The Florida Patriot  
The Florida Patriot is the official maga-

zine of the Florida Society, Sons of the 

American Revolution (FLSSAR). It is 

published quarterly. The digital sub-

scription to this magazine is part of the 

Florida Society SAR dues.  While a 

printed/mail subscription is available. 

Products and services advertised do not 

carry the FLSSAR nor the NSSAR en-

dorsement.  The Florida Society reserves 

the right to reject content of any copy. 
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Society  
HfYg]XYbhÎg 
Message 

 
Friends and Compatriots, 
 
 I have never been more excited or prouder to be a Compatriot in 
the Florida Society!  We are nearly at the halfway mark of the 2025-2026 
year, and there are great things happening in the Florida Society. 
At Congress this summer, the Florida Society, our chapters, and our com-
patriots were recognized for their great work.  The Naples Chapter was 
awarded the Robert Vance Award for the best chapter website in the coun-
try; the Brevard Chapter received the USS Stark Memorial Award; the 
Florida Society won the Meek Award for the most new George Washing-
ton Fellows for the second year in a row; and the Florida society won sev-
eral awards for our membership growth ï most new members, most new 
members under the age of 40, and most new members transferred from the 
C.A.R. 
 
 Those last two awards are significant.  They show that we are 
recruiting younger members, and those younger members are the future of 
our Society!  As most of you know, to help with growing our younger 
membership, Iôve established a new Younger Members Committee at the 
state level.  The sole purpose of the committee is to help the Society and 
our chapters attract and engage younger members. 
 
 Our membership is showing steady growth this year.  As of this 
writing, we are just over the 2500 member mark!  Iôm writing this at the 
end of November, and since renewal season is in full swing, membership 
is consistently on my mind.  For the past several years, while we have 
consistently added members, our retention rate of members has come 
close to balancing out the gains we make.  With all of the things that are 
happening in the Society this year, I sincerely believe that we can turn that 
trend around and achieve the highest retention rate that weôve had in sev-
eral years!  
 
 As Iôm traveling around the state and talking with chapters and 
compatriots, Iôm talking a lot about our ñvalue propositionò for our mem-
bers.  What exactly is the SARôs value proposition?  The answer is really 
pretty simple ï our value proposition is our Mission Statement.  The value 
we bring is honoring our patriot ancestors by promoting patriotism, serv-
ing our communities, and educating and inspiring future generations!  
How do we do this?  Itôs more than just holding chapter meetings.  Itôs 
running our youth contests, serving veterans, giving talks in schools and 
other community groups, getting our color guard out in the public, partici-
pating in Wreaths Across America, and so many other activities that chap-
ters and members can do.  As Iôve said many times ï NOW is our time to 
shine as an organization! 
 
 The fundraising for the First Amphibious Assault Memorial is 
nearing the finish line.  We still have more to raise, but Iôm hopeful that 
by the time you read this, we will be very close to crossing that finish line, 
or already across it!  The goal is to unveil the new monument in Pompano 
Beach this coming March, and with everyoneôs help, we will reach that 
goal!  
 
 Iôm extremely proud of what our Compatriots, chapters, and 
State Society have accomplished so far this year, and we still have more to 

>`cf]XU DUX]YgÎ 

Auxiliary Officers  
President   Becky Washler 
Vice President  Maria Preston 
Treasurer   Jane Myle-Brunelle 
Registrar  Kathy Markoe 
Secretary  Joni Laramore 
Historian  Jeni Hohman 
Chaplain  Linda Jensen 
 
For more information, contact Kathy 
Markoe at daydreamr613@aol.com 
 

Content Submission  
 

 The Editor of the Florida Patriot ac-

tively seeks manuscripts and articles for pub-

lication. Suitable topics are articles about the 

state and local SAR, their activities, and mem-

bers.  Articles should be approximately 100 to 

500 words and photos should be included 

when possible.  All submissions will be print-

ed in a timely manner.  Chapter News submis-

sions should be 150 to 200 words; single pho-

to size should be at least 600x600 pixels.  

Other article submission should be original 

material or submit other authorôs articles with 

publication releases accompanying the sub-

mission. 

 The Florida Society assumes no re-

sponsibility for statements made or opinions 

of contributors.  All submissions are requested 

by email.  The Society is not responsible for 

items sent through the mail.  Please do not 

send original or irreplaceable materials or 

photographs. 

 The Editor reserves the right to make 

any editorial conformity of style.  Authors 

grant the Florida Society print & electronic 

publication rights.  To submit material to the 

Editor via email at swampfoxsar@gmail.com 

or via mail  at 1535 Skyline Drive, Kis-

simmee, FL 34744-6687. 
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American Creed  
ōȅ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ ¢ȅƭŜǊ tŀƎŜ 

I believe in the United States of 
America as a government of the 
people, by the people, for the peo-
ple; whose just powers are derived 
from the consent of the governed, a 
democracy in a republic, a sover-
eign Nation of many sovereign 
States; a perfect union, one and 
inseparable; established upon those 
principles of freedom, equality, 
justice, and humanity for which 
American patriots sacrificed their 
lives and fortunes. 
 
I therefore believe it is my duty to 
my country to love it, to support its 
Constitution, to obey its laws, to 
respect its flag, and to defend it 
against all enemies. 
 
ïWritten 1917, accepted by the 
United States House of Represent-
atives on April 3, 1918. 
 

Preamble of the 
U.S. Constitution  

 
We the people of the United States, 
in order to form a more perfect 
union, establish justice, insure do-
mestic tranquility, provide for the 
common defense, promote the gen-
eral welfare, and secure the bless-
ings of liberty to ourselves and our 
posterity, do ordain and establish 
this Constitution for the United 
States of America. 
 

come!  As we head toward the nationôs 250th birthday next year, the excitement will 
continue to build, and the SAR will be leading the way!  Get out there in your com-
munities and get involved in your chapter.  Most importantly ï HAVE FUN with 
your SAR membership!  And donôt forget to keep asking others, ñWhere does your 
American story begin?ò  Itôs a powerful question to use for recruiting new compatri-
ots! 
 
 
Yours in patriotism, 

Chris Washler 
Florida Society President, 2025-2026 
 

Event Calendar 
 

January 31, 2026: Battle of Cowartôs Ford, NC 
February 14, 2026: Battle of Kettle Creek - Washington, GA 

February 21, 2026: Commemoration of Vannôs Creek - Elberton, GA 
February 27, 2026: 250th Anniversary of the Battle of Moore Creek 
March 5, 2026: Spring Leadership at the Galt Hotel in Louisville, KY. 

March 14, 2026: First Amphibious Assault Monument Unveiling in Pompano Beach, 
FL 

March 21, 2026: Last Naval Battle of the American Revolution - Merritt Island, FL 
March  28, 2026: 249th Anniversary of the Battle of Thomas Creek - Jacksonville, 

FL 
May 15 - 16, 2026: FLSSAR BOM & Annual Meeting - Kissimmee, FL 

July 2, 2026: 250th Anniversary of the Declaration of Independence - Philadelphia, 
PA 
July 9 - 11, 2026: 136th NSSAR Congress - Greensboro, SC 

September 27, 2026: 248th Anniversary of the Battle of Baton Rouge, LA 
October 2, 2026: Fall Leadership at the Galt Hotel in Louisville, KY. 

July 9, 2027: 137th NSSAR Congress - New Orleans, LA 
July 6, 2028: 138th NSSAR Congress - Columbus, OH 

 

From the Ladies Auxiliary  

The Ladies Auxiliary of the FLSSAR would like to thank the following Chapters and 
individuals for their generous donations to our Fall BOM fundraisers to support the 
Auxiliary activities including the Youth History awards.  

Chapter Financial donations:  Brevard, Jacksonville, Panama City, Pensacola, St. 
Augustine, and Withlacoochee. 

Chapter Basket Raffle donations:  Caloosa, Central Florida, Daytona-Ormand, Fort 
Lauderdale, Gainesville, Highlands, Miami, Naples, and Saramana 

Musket Raffle:  Johnathan Hunt (Caloosa Chapter) made a generous donation of a 
Firing Brown Bess Flintlock Musket (reproduction).  We planned to sell only 175 
tickets but realized it may take until the Spring meeting to sell all the tickets at $20 
each (6 for $100).  To our amazement, ALL 175 tickets sold in just 24 hours!   Benny 
Raffield (Panama City Chapter) was the lucky winner, and the raffle raised $3,040 
for the Ladies Auxiliary. 

50/50 Drawing and Silent Auction:  $195 Raised.  Additionally, the winner of the 
50/50 drawing donated their winnings ($120) to the FLSSAR First Amphibious As-
sault Memorial. 

A big thank you to those who participated by purchasing tickets and silent auction 
items! 

The Spring Annual Meeting and Luncheon for the LAFLSSAR will be held at Noon 
on Friday, May 15, 2026 concurrently with the Fall BOM. 
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New Members  
The FLSSAR would like to welcome the following new members that has joined  the Sons of the American Revolution since the 

last publication of the FLSSAR Florida Patriot.  Please welcome them as they attend one of the local SAR chapter meetings. 

The Last Roll  
It is with deep sympathy that the FLSSAR announce the passing of the following members since the last publication of the FLSSAR 

Florida Patriot.  Please remember & let the families know that we are thinking of them  at this time. 

bŀƳŜ /ƘŀǇǘŜǊ 

Haddon, Mason Thomas Saramana 

Stauffer, Douglas D Emerald Coast 

McMillan, Matthew Kevin Central Florida 

Dowling III, John Joseph Palm Beach 

Finigan Jr, William Hammond Brevard 

Rosensteil, Craig Edward Jacksonville 

Rosenstiel, Lawrie Edward Jacksonville 

Skiles, Blake Stephen Tallahassee 

Skiles, Stephen Arthur Tallahassee 

Thomas III, Jefferson Davis Tallahassee 

Powell, Alan Benton Tampa 

Becker, Donald Anthony Tampa 

Klotz, Kurt Murray Clearwater 

Koenig, Patrick Thomas Pensacola 

Thomson, Covington Hunt Pensacola 

Watt, Dennis Patrick St Augustine 

Oates, William Robert Central Florida 

Oates, Daniel McGary Central Florida 

Pinney, David Elwood Ft Lauderdale 

Mueller, Bradley Matthews Ft Lauderdale 

Cook, Bob Gene Tallahassee 

Hyland, Trent Michael South Shore 

Watkins, Todd Emerald Coast 

Watkins, Chase Emerald Coast 

Danis, Ryan M Caloosa 

Wetherby, Patrick James Emerald Coast 

Frankel Jr, Samuel Solomon Ft Lauderdale 

Prock, Trent Dustin Ft Lauderdale 

Roberts, Matthew Todd The Villages 

Cushmore, Sinclair Daniel Central Florida 

Easton Jr, Robert Morrell Ft Lauderdale 

Peters, Blake Alder Palm Beach 

Peters, Kade Edgemon Palm Beach 

Palmer, Thomas Andrew Emerald Coast 

Greene II, Ricky James Withlacoochee 

Culton, Charles Lynn Charlotte 

Williams, Mark Wariner Jacksonville 

Gourley, Kevin Lee Caloosa 

Trusewitsch, Nicholas George Tampa 

Turner, Mark Douglas Franklin Tampa 

Jordon, David Howard Withlacoochee 

Frazer, J Warren Miami 

Newton, Jason Frank Lakeland 

Meeske, Steven Paul Daytona-Ormond 

Deleo-Perera, Antonio Vinicius Miami 

Hansen, Madhava Michael Jacksonville 

Hansen, Eric Aditi Jacksonville 

Hansen, Sarathi Jeffrey Jacksonville 

Kurdina, Liam Jacksonville 

Martin III, Benjamin G Saramana 

Fendrick, James David Charlotte 

Fendrick, Joshua Charlotte 

Fendrick, Caleb Charlotte 

Calamia, Joseph Robert Ft Lauderdale 

Calamia, Robert Alan Ft Lauderdale 

Calamia, Nathan Alan Ft Lauderdale 

Name Chapter 

Paul, Alan Edward Daytona 

Bolen, Jack Charles South Shore 

Coats III, Charles Crosson Jacksonville 

Mahaffey, Kenneth Robert St Augustine 

Withey, Robert Shourds Naples 

Coker Jr, John Louie Gainesville 
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The Pensacola Chapter, Florida Society  

Sons of the American Revolution  

Invites your group to the  
 

2026 Battle of Pensacola Commemoration  

and Galvez Day Celebration 
Friday May 8, 2026 

On May 8, the Sons of the American Revolution Color Guard will once again present the open-
ing procession for the Galvez Day Celebration sponsored by the City of Pensacola. The Col-
or Guard will muster at 09:00 AM (Central) at Fort George (501 N. Palafox Street) and march 
down Palafox Street to one of the largest monuments in the United States to General Bernardo 
de Galvez as the opening ceremony of Pensacolaôs Galvez Day celebration. This year, we also 
expect members of the Granaderos y Damas de Galvez to join us in the procession as they will 
be holding their convention in Pensacola. 

Additionally, the Pensacola Chapter SAR and Pensacola area DAR chapters will be hosting a wreath laying ceremony in the after-
noon at the Minuteman Monument located in Veterans Memorial Park on Bayfront Parkway in Pensacola. 

Tentative Schedule of Events: 

08:30 am ï Color Guard Muster begins at Fort George (501 N. Palafox Street) 

09:30 am (approx.) ï Color Guard Procession to Galvez Monument 

10:00 ï 11:30 am ï Ceremony at Galvez Monument and a short service at St. Michaelôs Basilica 

12 ï 2:00 pm ï Luncheon at Pensacola Yacht Club (RESERVATIONS ARE REQUIRED ï details to follow) 

2:30 pm ï Wreath Laying at the Minuteman Monument in Veterans Memorial Park 

All participating Color Guard Units will receive a BATTLE OF PENSACOLA FLAG STREAMER. 

Additional information can be found at: http://pensacolasar.org/chapter-programs/battle-of-pensacola-commemoration/  Please 
use the form below to register your participation in the events. Color guard unit position will be based on the order in which reserva-
tions are received. For questions email: battle@pensacolasar.org 

 

RESERVATION FORM 

 

Society Name: ________________________________________________________________ 

 

Chapter or Organization Name: __________________________________________________ 

 

Contact Name: _______________________________________________________________ 

 

Contact Phone Number: _________________ Email Address: _________________________ 

How does the group wish to be announced? _______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Number of members attending each event: 

_____ Color Guard Procession (May 8th 9:30 Central ï Muster starts at 08:30) 

_____ Wreath Laying Ceremony (May 8th at 2:30 pm Central) 

 

Please send your completed form to battle@pensacolasar.org or mail to: Pensacola SAR 

c/o Chris Washler 3400 Connell Drive, Pensacola FL 32503 

http://pensacolasar.org/chapter-programs/battle-of-pensacola-commemoration/
mailto:battle@pensacolasar.org
mailto:battle@pensacolasar.org
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 Paul Revere in Reverse 
By Mark Barie 

 
 Americans everywhere know the story of Paul Revere.  
He warned the colonists that ñThe British were coming.ò 
Few people, however, know the story of Laura Secord. She 
warned the British that the Americans were coming. The incident 
took place during the War of 1812. Secord was at home in 
Queenston Heights, Ontario, nursing her wounded husband back 
to health. The Americans, now in control of the city, forcibly 
lodged their officers in the homes of defenseless citizens. It was a 
practice that started in the American Revolutionary War. Both 
sides utilized the tactic to provide for their officers and exercise 
control over the locals. Laura and her husband ñhostedò two 
American officers, forced to provide their unwanted visitors with 
free room and board. 
 
 Secord quickly discovered that the American officers 
were careless in both word and deed. After preparing their meal, 
she was ordered to retire for the evening. But her bedroom door 
did not prevent the woman from overhearing the Americansô 
secret schemes, They planned an ambush of the British Army at 
Beaver Dams in the Niagara region of southern Ontario. Secord 
decided to warn her fellow countrymen.  
 
 She rejected the idea of using the roads to make the 12-
mile journey to the British encampment. The American Army 
regularly patrolled that area and she would most certainly be 
caught and captured. Instead, she chose a more circuitous route, 
traveling more than 20 miles through an area known as the 
ñBlack Swampò. The swamp, filled with knee deep water and 
mud, included poisonous snakes, all sorts of vermin, and swarms 
of blood sucking insects. Laura lost a shoe within the first few 
miles but pressed on without it. She struggled all through the 
night and well into the next morning. With just a few miles to go 
Laura stumbled into a North American Indian encampment.  
Although exhausted and frightened, she learned that these Indi-
ans were allies of the British. She talked the chieftain into an 
escort, straight to the British outpost. Their leader, Lieutenant 
James Fitzgibbons, immediately launched an ambush of his own. 
Two days later, it was the British who caught the invading Amer-
ican soldiers by surprise. The Americans were forced to surren-
der. Only later, did the 600 American soldiers learn that the Brit-
ish forces totaled less than 60 men.  
 
 Today, Laura Secord is praised as a war hero throughout 
all of Canada. A 12-foot-high memorial, built from Vermont 
granite, was erected at Queenston Heights in 1910. The Parlia-
ment buildings in Ottawa and elsewhere are decorated with 
paintings of the woman credited with saving what was then a 
strategic portion of British-controlled Canada. And, like Paul 
Revere in our previous war with the British, the story of her 
bravery is taught in classrooms all over Canada. 
 
 Paul Revere in reverse. But no less a here to her fellow 
countrymen. 
 
Editorôs Note: Mark Barie is a member of the Caloosa Chapter of 
the Florida SAR and the FLSSAR Genealogist. He is the award-
winning author of five historical romance novels about love and 
war and regularly speaks about Americaôs earliest wars, to gene-
alogical societies, historical associations, and veteransô groups, 
throughout Florida and Upstate New York. 

9aYf]WUÎg >]fgh NYhYfUbg 
Letter Compiled, Written & Edited by Don Lanman 

 

 Itôs important that the Nation Honors all Veterans 
and is especially fitting that we remember our Revolution-
ary War ancestors as the nationôs very first veterans.  

 By 1783, more than 230,000 men had served in the 
Continental Army, supported by its patriot citizens serving 
in the Provincial Militias. 

 These Patriotsðof every faith, color, and ethnic 
originðrisked their fortunes and their lives for liberty. Yet 
despite their courage, many were overlooked and unreward-
ed. The new nation, burdened by debt, lacked the resources 
to repay them. Few received back wages or compensation 
for lost property. 

 General George Washington fought tirelessly for 
fair treatment, but even he admitted that Congress could not 
meet its obligations. At one point, one garrison refused to 
disband until paid, raising fears of rebellion. Washington 
intervened, securing bonds for officersðbut enlisted sol-
diers received nothing. 

 For decades, these men sought justice. Because 
ñpensionò carried a stigma, they called their appeals claims 
for unpaid wages. With the help of Presidents Monroe and 
Jackson, Congress finally passed pension laws in 1818 and 
again in 1832.  

 But for many, help came too late. Most veterans 
were elderly, and many widows were excluded unless they 
could prove their marriage date. 

 Women who had served as nurses, laundresses, or 
couriers were also forgottenðexcept for a few remarkable 
exceptions. Margaret Corbin fought beside her husband at 
the battle of Fort Washington and took his place at the can-
non after his death.  

 Deborah Sampson disguised herself as a manð
serving for seventeen months as ñRobert Shurtliffòðand 
later received a pension with the help of Paul Revere. 

 The struggles of these men and women veterans, 
that has reoccurred following every war, demonstrates how 
little the republic and its citizens, in general, initially value 
those who secure its freedoms and independence. 

 But today, within the government, Veterans sup-
port organizations, and related Foundations we do not for-
get. We honor all veteransðof every war, every conflict 
and every eraðand to each we proudly say: 

ñWelcome Home & Thank you for Your Service.ò 
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Declaration Signer  
Samuel Chase Patriot  

Grave Marking  
By Randall Allen 

 Iôve been on a mission to visit the graves of all the 
Declaration Signers ï only 9 remaining!  On a summer trip 
to the DC area, I visited a few graves, finishing my tour in 
Baltimore to pay respect to Samuel Chase.  I was very sur-
prised to find that his grave was unmarked. 
 
 To my recollection, most, perhaps all the Signersô 
graves are marked with one or more of the following mark-
ers: Descendants of the Signers of the Declaration of Inde-
pendence (DSDI), DAR, and/or SAR. 
 
 With only a short amount of time before my flight 
home, I asked a few locals where I might purchase a small 
American flag.  One person recommended the gift shop of 
the hospital adjacent to the cemetery.  When I asked the 
cashier if they had any patriotic items, she brought me two 
pinwheels with stars and stripes.  I thought it was certainly 
better than nothing. 
 
 As I waited for my flight home, I contacted Bill 
(William) Hoffman, the John Eager Howard Chapter SAR 
President and he followed up with me the next day.  He 
agreed that something must be done to right this wrong.  
Still, his first question was, ñHow did you get into the cem-
etery?ò  (Bill had been trying to get into the cemetery since 
2019.)  There is only one gated entrance, and it is locked 
with a chain and padlock.  I was able to contact Rick Tom-
linson, the gate keeper, who provided the code for the lock 
box containing the key to the padlock.   
 
 Bill and I discussed holding a Patriot Grave Mark-
ing Ceremony for Samuel Chase.  I figured his Chapter and/
or the Maryland Society SAR would take it from here.  Bill 
said, ñNo, no, no, Randy.  You started this, weôd like you to 
participate in the ceremony.ò  In fact, they invited me to be 
the emcee.  Truly an honor! 
 
 There were many emails/phone calls with Bill, 
Frank Shannon (Nicholas Ruxton Moore Chapter SAR), and 
Dan Earnshaw (Maryland Society SAR) ï all leading up to 
the Patriot Grave Marking Ceremony on Sunday, 5 October. 
 
 It was a wonderful ceremony.  In addition to mark-
ing Samuel Chaseôs grave, we marked the graves of other 
Revolutionary Patriots (Edward Biddle, Hercules Courte-

nay, Richard Curson, John Eager Howard, Thomas Peters, and 
Tench Tilghman) and, being in Baltimore, some War of 1812 
veterans, including George Armistead.  Marking graves consisted 
of systematically reading each biography followed by laying 
wreaths. 
 
 We were honored to have in attendance both Samuel 
Chaseôs descendant (Laura) and John Eager Howardôs descend-
ant (Jack) to say a few kind words about their ancestors.  There 
were also three sisters from the DSDI whose ancestor is Signer 
Oliver Wolcott.  In addition to SAR Compatriots, other partici-
pants were members of the following organizations: 
 
Descendants of the Signers of the Declaration of Independence 
Sons of the Revolution 
Daughters of the American Revolution 
Children of the American Revolution 
General Society of the War of 1812 
National Society of United States Daughters of 1812 
 
 Personally, I was able to play my new drum for the first 
time on this occasion with a fifer!  We played Chester during the 
advancement of the colors.  At the conclusion of the ceremony, 
the color guard rendered musket honors, followed by the fifer 
and I playing Yankee Doodle. 
 
 Finally, we accomplished our mission of honoring the 
Declaration Signer, Samuel Chase. 
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Chapter News 

Brevard Chapter 

At the September meeting, the Brevard Chapter moved to a new 
meeting location (At Ease Club).  This meeting was a joint meeting 
with the various DAR chapters in Brevard County.  We all met to 
celebrate Constitution Day.  Also at this meeting, Doug Bunett was 
presented the silver 250th Medal.  Sharon Eller was also given a 
thank you gift by Michelle Abbey of the Space Coast Regents 
Council for providing the speech for this meeting. 
 
At the October meeting, we had Jeff Rogers as our speaker who 
spoke on the 250th year history of the United States Army.  We also 
found out that the chapter had been recognized nationally as a Part-
ner in Patriotism.  At the NSSAR Congress, the chapter was also 
awarded the USS Stark Memorial Award with streamer.   
 
Joel Etherton also received his 10-year award and supplemental 
ancestor certificate.  On October 11, 2025, chapter members also 
participated in the Space Coast Honor Flight that left our of the 
Melbourne Airport. 
 
Then at the November meeting, Russel and Paul Marek gave a 
presentation on the Plight of a Wounded Warrier.  Russel was 
wounded in Iraq and his father, Paul, is his caregiver.  Then on 
November 8, 2025, the VFW parade as pictured.  The chapter also 
participated in the Cape Canaveral Veterans Parade. 
 

Caloosa Chapter 

 The chapter started in October meeting at 
the Famous Daveôs BBQ restaurant.  The Chapter 
Post & Brochure Contest recipients were award 
for the 2024/2025 year. A call for people to serve 
as chapter officers and color guard members was 
also made.  Later in the year, the chapter will 
reach out to the various local schools to partici-
pate in the various youth contest.  It was also an-
nounced that Warren W. White had passed away 
on August 8, 2025. 
  
 On November 8th, chapter were treated to 
a great meal, another outstanding SAR America 
250 Moment given by Rev. Dr. Randy Moody, the 
induction of a new Compatriot, Thomas Board-
man, as well as an update on the many opportuni-
ties which are open to you as a member of the Lee 
County Genealogical Society, Inc. (the LCGS), 
given by the Societyôs Vice-President, and our 
own Registrar, Chris Jenner, and the Societyôs 
Newsletter Editor, Pamela Fernandez. Ms. Fer-
nandez was proud to call attention to the fact that 
2025 is the 50th Anniversary Year of the for-
mation of the LCGS, and continues its mission to 
promote genealogy awareness and help to all in 
discovering our respective family stories while 
honoring our diverse heritages. 
 
 Members of the Caloosa Chapter SAR Color 
Guard ï The Light Horse Harry Lee Camp #13 ï were rec-
ognized by the Daughters of the American Revolution and 
received Certificates of Appreciation for serving as the Col-
or Guard for the DAR-sponsored September, 2025 Constitu-
tion Day celebration.  
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Central Florida Chapter  

On September 25, four members of the CFLSAR Chapter 
Color Guard participated in welcoming almost 100 of Amer-
icaôs Newest Citizens at the Orlando Federal Courthouse.  

From L-to-R, Chapter members are Philip Markoe, Robin 

Preston, Harry Rinker, and Randal Allen  

Clearwater Chapter 

ans and the Ambassadors who accompanied them arrived at 
the St. Petersburg-Clearwater International Airport, the SAR 
Color Guard led them through a long passage way lined with 
well-wishers to the baggage claim area. (L to R): Robbie 
Robinson, Tim Shaner, Will Wagner-Hart, Bill Swain and 
Dwight Hamborski. 
  
 On September 17, 2025, the Clearwater Chapter was 
presented with a Certificate of Appreciation from the DeSoto 
Chapter of the Daughters of the American Revolution for our 
financial contribution to the historical preservation of the Old 
Schoolhouse at the University of Tampa, which is owned by 
the DAR. (L to R): Nathalie Tomczak, Immediate Past DeSo-
to DAR Regent; Dwight McEntire, President of the Clearwa-
ter SAR Chapter; Robbie Robinson, SAR Color Guard Com-
mander and Robin Adair, Current DeSoto DAR Regent. 
 
 On September 18, 2025, at the Clearwater City 
Council meeting, Mayor Bruce Rector presented proclama-
tions to the Clearwater Chapters of the Sons and Daughters of 
the American Revolution in recognition of the 238th anniver-
sary of the drafting of the Constitution of the United States of 
America. Mayor Rector proclaimed September 17-23 as Con-
stitution Week in Clearwater. 

 On September 16, 2025, several members of the Color 
Guard from the Clearwater and Tampa SAR Chapters participated 
in the Welcome Home Celebration for Honor Flight of West Cen-
tral Florida ï Mission 54. When the aircraft of 75 military veter-
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Ft. Lauderdale Chapter 
 Compatriots of the Fort Lauderdale SAR 
(FTLSAR) had an active summer and fall. Members sup-
ported a variety of education, veteran, patriotic, and C.A.R 
activities. FTLSAR celebrated its successful education out-
reach program. The 2024-2025 contest season included the 
following highlights: (1) American History Teacher Award. 
Our winner, Hannah Lea Levitt, won at State and came in 
second at National. (2) Middle School Brochure Contest. 
Our winner, Madeline Maragh, won at State and came in 
second at National. (3) JROTC Outstanding Cadet En-
hanced Contest. Our winner, Caleb Walker won at State and 
came in fourth at National. (4) Video Contest. Our winner, 
Dana Anduquia, won at State and came in fourth at National 
(5) Historical Oration Contest. Our winner, Chloe Cave, 
came in second at State. And (6) Eagle Scout Essay Contest. 
Our winner, Michael Perez, came in third at State. 
 
 Chapter members continued to recognize our na-
tional heroes through their veteransô outreach efforts. The 
chapter supported the Sandy Nininger Veteransô Nursing 
Home in Pembroke Pines through its donations of toiletries 
and consumable items needed by the heroic residents. Com-
patriots also assisted the Vietnam Veterans of America with 
charitable donations of used clothing and household goods. 
Additionally, FTLSAR has been well-represented at the 
Honor Flight South Florida functions throughout the year 
including monthly volunteer meetings and their most recent 
flight on October 25, 2025, where the Samuel Nicholas Col-
or Guard Camp has established a welcome and expected 
presence. The Chapter continued its financial support of 
Honor Flight South Florida through its $250 quarterly flight 
donations. 
 
 The Florida Society Chairman of the Patriotic Ac-
tivities Committee challenged each chapter to accomplish 
three goals. On September 19, 2025, Compatriots Mark 
Snider and Herb Gardner attended a Citizen Naturalization 
Ceremony at the Federal Courthouse in Broward County. 
Compatriot Kevin Shurte was recognized for his many pub-
lic presentations on patriotic educational themes. He also 
presented a framed flag display certificate to the principal of 
Ramblewood Middle School in Coral Springs, FL on Octo-
ber 8, 2025. Each compatriot was presented with an SAR 
Certificate of Appreciation at a recent chapter meeting. 
 
 FTLSAR also worked closely with the C.A.R. The 
chapter provided senior advisory support and financial assis-
tance to the local Swamp Fox Society C.A.R. SAR members 
regularly attended Swamp Fox meetings most recently join-
ing the troop at the Venceremos Therapeutic Riding Center 
ï a facility that provides equine assisted psychotherapy to 
veterans suffering from PTSD. FTLSAR also makes annual 
donations to the C.A.R. state project. 
 
 Finally, members of Samuel Nicholas Color Guard 
Camp #23 remained in high demand. In June through No-
vember, guardsmen mustered for the following events: (1) 
June 1, 2025 ï Chuck Adams, Sarah Barnes, Braeden 
Shurte, and Kevin Shurte posted colors at the Swamp Fox 
Society C.A.R. meeting at the Palm Beach Library in Delray 
Beach, Florida. (2)  June 14, 2025 ï Braeden Shurte and 
Kevin Shurte participated in the presentation of colors and 
patriot grave marking for George and Martha Washington at 
Mount Vernon, VA. (3) June 21, 2025 ï Jim Clark, Jason 
Milgram, and Mark Snider posted colors at the Fort Lauder-
dale Chapter meeting at Outback Steakhouse in Davie, Flor-
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ida. (4) July 8, 2025 ï Kevin Shurte led the FLSSAR Sons of 
Liberty Brigade, with Braeden Shurteôs participation, in the post-
ing of colors at the NSCAR SE Regional Conference in Orlando, 
Florida. (5) July 19, 2025 ï Jim Clark, Jason Milgram, Mark 
Snider, and Kevin Shurte posted colors at the Fort Lauderdale 
Chapter meeting at Outback Steakhouse in Davie, Florida. (6) 
August 16, 2025 ï Chuck Adams, Mark Snider, and Kevin 
Shurte presented colors at the Florida DAR State Regent Recep-
tion for incoming State Regent Kim Zeman. The event was held 
at the Waterstone Resort and Marina in Boca Raton, Florida. (7) 
August 20, 2025 ï Chuck Adams, Steven DePaul, and Mark 
Snider participated with the Miami Chapter Color Guard in the 
presentation of colors at the Scottish Rite Valley of Miami Amer-
ica 250 celebration dinner. (8) September 6, 2025 ï Chuck Ad-
ams, Jim Clark, Jason Milgram, and Mark Snider presented col-
ors at the Honor Flight South Florida Mission 36 homecoming 
parade at Fort Lauderdale International Airport. (9) September 
13, 2025 ï Chuck Adams served with the Miami Chapter Color 
Guard at the FSSDAR South Florida Regents Councilôs Consti-
tution Week Luncheon at the Miami Shores Country Club. (10) 
September 20, 2025 ï Chuck Adams, Thomas Carpenter Jr., Ja-
son Milgram, Mark Snider, and Kevin Shurte posted colors at the 
Fort Lauderdale Chapter meeting at Outback Steakhouse in Da-
vie, Florida. (11) October 11, 2025 ï Chuck Adams, Thomas 
Carpenter Jr., Jim Clark, Jason Milgram, Kevin Shurte, and Mark 
Snider posted colors at the SAR Fort Lauderdale Chapter meet-
ing at the Outback Steakhouse in Davie, Florida. (13) October 
18, 2025 ï Chuck Adams, Kevin Shurte, and Mark Snider partic-
ipated with the Sons of Liberty Brigade in the posting of the col-
ors at the Florida Fall Board of Managers Meeting at Embassy 
Suites in Kissimmee, Florida. (14) October 25, 2025 ï Chuck 
Adams, Jim Clark, Braeden Shurte, and Kevin Shurte participat-
ed in the Honor Flight South Florida Mission #37 Homecoming 
event at Fort Lauderdale International Airport. (15) November 8, 
2025 ï Chuck Adams, Jim Clark, Jason Milgram, Kevin Shurte, 
and Mark Snider presented colors for the Salute to Veterans 
event at the Sample McDougald House in Pompano Beach, Flori-
da. (16) November 11, 2025 ï Chuck Adams, Kevin Shurte, and 
Mark Snider participated in the Veterans Day Celebration at 
Sandy Nininger State Veterans Nursing Home in Pembroke 
Pines, Florida. (17) November 12, 2025 ï Chuck Adams, Jason 
Milgram, Kevin Shurte, and Mark Snider presented colors at the 
Veterans Celebration Dinner hosted by the Hollywood Hills Civ-
ic Society at the Rotary Club in Hollywood, Florida. 
 

Okeechobee Chapter 

The Okeechobee Chapter SAR 
made a donation to Wreaths 
Across America at their Novem-
ber meeting. The check was pre-
sented to Joan Roden (L) and 
Timmie Oldiges (C) by Okeecho-
bee SAR Pres. Preston Croslyn 
(R).   

Palm Beach Chapter 
 The Palm Beach Chapter as Florida Veterans Foun-
dation Ambassadors participated in the donation of a custom 
ñVeterans Transportation VANò to a Local Disabled Ameri-
can Veterans (DAV) organization. The specially designed 
Van is utilized to transport disabled Veterans to/from VA 
Hospitals for medical appointments. FMR Chapter President 
Lanman pictured with the new DAV and DAV Driver. 
 
 Compatriots Lanman, Green, Johnston, Tidwell, Mil-
ler & Shea joined local DAR Daughters at a special Palm 
Beach County Genealogical Society Fair designed to promote 
the SAR and attract new chapter members. 

Compatriots Johnston & Shea joined local DAR Daughters 
at the November Honor Flight to welcome Veterans home at 
the Palm Beach Airport. 
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DAR Daughter Rosemary Mouring donated $1,000 to the SARôs 
First US Marine Amphibious Assault 1776 Monument fund in 
Honor of her Husband & Father, both US Veterans. Thank You 
Rosemary for this wonderful Tribute.  
 
The Chapter continues its focus on supporting NSSAR/FLSSAR 
Project 250 Anniversary programs presenting 20 Bronze medals 
& on track for many Silver & Gold medals for Compatriots and 
DAR Daughters. 

Panama City Chapter 

 The regular meeting of the FLSSAR Panama City 
Chapter was held at 10:00 AM on September 15, 2025, in the 
Meeting Room of the Bay County Public Library in Panama 
City, Florida.  Compatriots attending the meeting were Benny 
Raffield, Chapter President; Jim Haynes, Secretary; DeCody 
Brad Marble, Treasurer; Lane Rees, Chaplain; Jim Pretlow, 
Ken Helms, Larry Taylor, Michael Cox, and Matt Mathews, 
South Atlantic District Vice President General (VPG) 2025-
2026; and Special Guest/Speaker, Chris Washler, President of 
the (FLSSAR) Florida Society Sons of the American Revolu-
tion. Timothy Buck participated in the meeting via 
ZOOM.  Gary Wilbanks, Associate of the chapter, attend-
ed.  Jonita Haynes, SAR Ladies Auxiliary representative for 
the chapter and Joni Laramore, Secretary of the Ladies Auxil-
iary of the Florida Society SAR, attended. 
 
 Chapter President Benny Raffield then introduced 
FLSSAR President Chris Washler who began his presentation 
with a description of the 250th Project and its importance.  He 
reported that the Florida Societyôs semiquincentennial project 
will be a First Amphibious Assault Memorial and Monument 
to be held in Pompano Beach, the closest location on the U.S. 
mainland to where the actual landing took place in the Baha-
mas in 1776.  Information about the project can be found 
at 1776 Landing.org.  He then discussed the SAR Mission 
Statement and why and how members should promote its com-
ponents.  He explained one easy way to initiate a discussion of 
SAR with others is to ask them, ñWhere does your American 
story begin?ò  He pointed out the importance of recruitment, 
retention and reinstatement to the long-term viability of the 
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organization.  Benny Raffield reported on the Panama City 
Chapterôs 250th project which will involve the placement of an 
obelisk and sign to honor General John Clark, an American 
Revolutionary War Patriot and two term Governor of Georgia 
who died in St. Andrews.  The cost of the Sons of the Ameri-
can Revolution sign will be $4,673.  Compatriot Raffield re-
ported that he, Brad Marble and Jim Haynes will be attending 
the local DAR chapter celebration of Constitution Day on Sep-
tember 17th. 
 
 On Veterans Day, the Panama City-SAR Chapter, 
Color Guard at the Clifford Chester Sims State Veterans Nurs-
ing Home in Panama City, Bay County, Florida.  This is the 
third consecutive year that members of the Panama City Chap-
ter have participated in the Presentation of The Colors during 
the Veteran's Day activities at the nursing home. 
  
  Over a hundred individuals were crowded in the cen-
ter lobby or dayroom with standing room only, and many more 
over-flowing into the hallways, including the entire Rutherford 
H.S. Junior ROTC! 
 

Pensacola Chapter 
 
 On October 30, the Pensacola Chapter held a re-
dediction of the Liberty Tree that is located  in Plaza Ferdinand 
in downtown Pensacola. 

 On November 11, 2025, Dr. Ben Finley gave a presenta-

tion about how SAR appreciates Veterans at the Berryhill Manor 

Retirement Center in Milton, Florida. 


