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SAR 
 The Sons of the American Rev-

olution is a historical, educational, & 

patriotic non-profit, United States 501 

(c) 3 corporation that seeks to maintain 

and extend  (1) the institution of Ameri-

can freedom, (2) an appreciation for true 

patriotism, (3) a respect for our national 

symbols, (4) the value of American citi-

zenship, and (5) the unifying force of e 

pluribus unum that has created, from the 

people of many nations, one nation, and 

one people. 

 We do this by perpetuating the 

stories of patriotism, courage, sacrifice, 

tragedy, and triumph of the men who 

achieved the independence of the Amer-

ican people in the belief that these sto-

ries are universal ones of manôs eternal 

struggle against tyranny, relevant to all 

time, and will inspire and strengthen 

each succeeding generation as it too is 

called upon to defend our freedoms on 

the battlefield and in our public institu-

tions. 

 

Florida Patriot 
The Florida Patriot is the official maga-

zine of the Florida Society, Sons of the 

American Revolution (FLSSAR). It is 

published quarterly. The subscription to 

this magazine is part of the Florida Soci-

ety SAR dues.  Products and services 

advertised do not carry the FLSSAR nor 

the NSSAR endorsement.  The Florida 

Society reserves the right to reject con-

tent of any copy. 

 

Florida Patriot Staff 
Jeff Sizemore, Editor 

Ben DuBose, Assistant Editor 

Steve Williams, Circulations Manager 
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Message 
 My fellow Compatriots, it is a distinct privi-
lege and honor to serve the Florida Society as your 
President for the 2015-2016 term.  As I related to 
those attending the Florida Societyôs May 2, 2015 
Annual Meeting, the theme for my term as your 
President is, ñBack to Basics.ò    
 The ñBasics,ò that I am referring to, are 
Chapter development and support, including recruit-
ment and retention; promotion of our youth and ancillary school pro-
grams; and promotion of our programs that emphasize patriotism and 
our patriot ancestors. 
 
 Our Florida Society Chapters are the fundamental elements of 
the state society.  Some chapters are physically too distant to allow their 
members to attend our Board of Management Meetings.  Immediate Past 
President, Steven A. Williams initiated the concept of Regional Meet-
ings, but as with most new initiatives, it takes time for the idea to germi-
nate.  I have asked Senior Vice President Ray Wess, to promote Region-
al Meetings to all of our Regional Vice Presidents.  Florida Society lead-
ership is available to meet with our compatriots on their ñhome turf,ò 
and hold topic specific training sessions similar to those that are availa-
ble at our BOM meetings.  While new member recruitment is essential 
for chapter growth, member retention is equally vital.  During Past Pres-
ident Ted Duay, IIIôs term, with the invaluable assistance of his wife 
Debbie, our society was introduced to new genealogical tools (including 
Debbieôs compilation of an on-line Florida Patriot Database) and re-
search methods for researching patriot ancestors.  With over 65% of 
Floridaôs population having a Hispanic link, there are potentially innu-
merable individuals who may have a patriot ancestor with lineage to 
General Bernardo de G§lvezôs Spanish troops who contributed to the 
American Revolution.  The names of those Spanish patriots have been 
released by the Spanish government and are available for research.   
Membership retention is vital for chapter sustainability.  A key tool for 
member retention is to determine why a compatriot becomes disenfran-
chised with the SAR.  Are the meetings at the wrong time, day, too ex-
pensive because of locationéor are the meetings, just boring.  The 
Membership Promotion and Retention Committee will emphasize mem-
ber retention with some new concepts this year. 
 The Florida Society has several youth and educationally related 
programs that are challenging and fun for compatriots and contest par-
ticipants.   The Rumbaugh Historical Oration contest, the Eagle Scout 
program, the JROTC programs and Americanism Elementary School 
Poster and Middle School Brochure programs are known to most com-
patriots, but some chapters do not participate in these.  The Knight Es-
say Contest and the American History Teacher Award are programs that 
perhaps appear more challenging to some chapters.  These two contests 
reach two distinctly different subsets.  The Knight Essay contestant does 
not have to be affiliated with any peer or specific educational group.  
Whereas most of the SAR programs are directed towards our youth, the 
American History Teacher Award is specifically for the educator and 
provides unique educational opportunities for the recipient.  The Good 
Citizenship Certificate program has been vastly underutilized by the 
majority of Florida Society chapters.  The program recognizes students, 
recommended by the school administration, in the 5th and 6th grade for 
their good citizenship by awarding certificates, provided at no cost to the 
participating chapters.  This program is an excellent entre into the local 
school system.   All of these programs provide excellent opportunities 
for public exposure to the principals and ideals of our Society.  
 Patriotism and the recognition of our patriot ancestors are the 
foundations upon which our society was founded.  Promotion of patriot-
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Content Submission 
 The Editor of the Florida Patriot ac-

tively seeks manuscripts and articles for pub-

lication. Suitable topics are articles about the 

state and local SAR, their activities, and mem-

bers.  Articles should be approximately 100 to 

500 words and photos should be included 

when possible.  All submissions will be print-

ed in a timely manner.  Chapter News submis-

sions should be 150 to 200 words; single pho-

to size should be at least 600x600 pixels.  

Other article submission should be original 

material or submit other authorôs articles with 

publication releases accompanying the sub-

mission. 

 The Florida Society assumes no re-

sponsibility for statements made or opinions 

of contributors.  All submissions are requested 

by email.  The Society is not responsible for 

items sent through the mail.  Please do not 

send original or irreplaceable materials or 

photographs. 

 The Editor reserves the right to make 

any editorial conformity of style.  Authors 

grant the Florida Society print & electronic 

publication rights.  To submit material to the 

Editor via email at swampfoxedi-

tor@cfl.rr.com or via mail  at 1535 Skyline 

Drive, Kissimmee, FL 34744. 




