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SAR 
 The Sons of the American Rev-
olution is a historical, educational, & 
patriotic non-profit, United States 501 
(c) 3 corporation that seeks to maintain 
and extend  (1) the institution of Ameri-
can freedom, (2) an appreciation for true 
patriotism, (3) a respect for our national 
symbols, (4) the value of American citi-
zenship, and (5) the unifying force of e 
pluribus unum that has created, from the 
people of many nations, one nation, and 
one people. 

 We do this by perpetuating the 
stories of patriotism, courage, sacrifice, 
tragedy, and triumph of the men who 
achieved the independence of the Amer-
ican people in the belief that these sto-
ries are universal ones of man’s eternal 
struggle against tyranny, relevant to all 
time, and will inspire and strengthen 
each succeeding generation as it too is 
called upon to defend our freedoms on 
the battlefield and in our public institu-
tions. 

 

Florida Patriot 
The Florida Patriot is the official maga-
zine of the Florida Society, Sons of the 
American Revolution (FLSSAR). It is 
published quarterly. The subscription to 
this magazine is part of the Florida Soci-
ety SAR dues.  Products and services 
advertised do not carry the FLSSAR nor 
the NSSAR endorsement.  The Florida 
Society reserves the right to reject con-
tent of any copy. 

 

Florida Patriot Staff 
Jeff Sizemore, Editor 

Ben DuBose, Assistant Editor 

Steve Williams, Circulations Manager 

 

 

Summer 2013 FLSSAR BOM and Annual Meeting 
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Society President’s  

Message 
Dear Compatriots: 

In September, I attended the NSSAR Fall Lead-
ership Meeting in Louisville, Kentucky along 
with other compatriots from the Florida Socie-
ty.  For anyone who has not attended one of 
these meetings in the past, I highly encourage 

you to do so.  These meetings can be a wealth of information for what is 
happening in the organization across the country and at the national lev-
el. 

While there, I attended various committee meetings covering 
topics of interest to the Florida Society, as well as the Saturday morning 
Trustee’s Meeting.  An item of particular concern to me at this meeting 
was the reintroduction of a proposal to consider doubling the fees on 
supplemental applications from $40 to $80 effective as of the end of the 
2014 Annual Congress.  The argument for this increase is that it costs 
approximately $75 to process a supplemental application and SAR 
should charge at least its costs. 

In reviewing this cost analysis, it is interesting to note that in 
addition to the direct costs of the genealogy and registrar departments, a 
sizeable portion of the total costs are comprised of allocations of over-
head for items including administration salaries and benefits, infor-
mation systems, utilities, insurance, external audit, and building depreci-
ation.  Since many of these overhead costs would be incurred whether 
the genealogy staff processed one supplemental application or 1,000 of 
them, does this justify doubling the supplemental application fee?   

This proposal to double supplemental fees was originally made 
by Genealogist General Larry Cornwell in the last hour of the business 
session at the recent SAR Congress in Kansas City.  The topic aroused 
much debate among the delegates who overwhelmingly voted against 
the increase.  One of those delegates, past President General Edward 
Butler, made a compelling point against the fee increase.  His valid con-
cern was that doubling the supplemental application fee would discour-
age compatriots from documenting additional ancestors, which is con-
trary to our Congressional Charter and Constitution.  Indeed, the first 
mission listed in both of these documents reads “…to perpetuate the 
memory of the men who, by their services or sacrifices during the war of 
the American Revolution, achieved the independence of the American 
people…” 

The reason that this topic is so important to me is that when I 
took office as Florida Society president, I stated that one of my main 
goals was to increase membership in the Florida Society.  As patriot 
ancestors and lineages included on supplemental applications can pro-
vide useful information to prospective members wishing to join, I am 
against any fee increase that may discourage their filing and thereby 
make it more difficult for people to become members. 

The next Annual Congress of the SAR occurs from July 18 – 
24, 2014 in Greenville, South Carolina.  I encourage all Florida compat-
riots to attend. Since the Florida Society is one of the largest state socie-
ties in the SAR, we receive approximately thirty-five voting delegate 
positions.  As a delegate, you will have an opportunity to vote on issues 
that come before the Congress, including the proposal to double supple-
mental fees.  Hotel rooms for the Congress recently became available 
and can be booked at: 

https://resweb.passkey.com/go/NSSAR2014  - 2014 SAR Con-
gress Hotel Reservations - Hyatt Regency Greenville. 

  

Florida Ladies’ 

Auxiliary Officers, 

2013 - 2014 
 

President  Debbie McMurry 

Vice President Sharon Sweeney 

2nd VP  Jeanne Fehrenbaker 

Registrar Dorothy Day 

Secretary Marjorie Ramseur 

Historian Dianna Lantz 

Treasurer Sheila Shaughnessy 

Chaplain Naomi Wess 

Content Submission 
 The Editor of the Florida Patriot ac-
tively seeks manuscripts and articles for pub-
lication. Suitable topics are articles about the 
state and local SAR, their activities, and mem-
bers.  Articles should be approximately 100 to 
500 words and photos should be included 
when possible.  All submissions will be print-
ed in a timely manner.  Chapter News submis-
sions should be 150 to 200 words; single pho-
to size should be at least 600x600 pixels.  
Other article submission should be original 
material or submit other author’s articles with 
publication releases accompanying the sub-
mission. 

 The Florida Society assumes no re-
sponsibility for statements made or opinions 
of contributors.  All submissions are requested 
by email.  The Society is not responsible for 
items sent through the mail.  Please do not 
send original or irreplaceable materials or 
photographs. 

 The Editor reserves the right to make 
any editorial conformity of style.  Authors 
grant the Florida Society print & electronic 
publication rights.  To submit material to the 
Editor via email at swampfoxedi-
tor@cfl.rr.com or via mail  at 1731 Woodside 
Court, Kissimmee, FL 34744-6660. 

https://resweb.passkey.com/go/NSSAR2014�
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What is an E-
Book? 

 The Florida Society has 
created and continuing to add to a 
new, for us, type of publication - 
an e-Book.  The electronic Book, 
or e-Book, contains articles and 
content concerning specific subject 
matter.  We have created two e-
Books.  One based around the mili-
tary experiences of our Florida 
compatriots in whichever field of 
military life they experienced be it 
WWII, the Korean Conflict, Vi-
etNam, or later conflicts.  The sec-
ond is centered on Genealogical 
and Historical subject matter.  It 
might be information on historical 
artifacts or people and battles in 
the Revolutionary War, or genea-
logical analysis or research reports. 

 Take advantage of these e
-Books and spend a few minutes 
reading their stories or reports.  
They can be found on the Florida 
Website at http://flssar.org/
Forms.htm. 

 

Calling All Color 
Guardsmen! 

Here’s a chance to strut your stuff 
by attending the BOM wearing 
your colorful attire, be it a Military 
uniform, militia outfit, or civilian 
clothing.  If you haven’t  started 
marching with the Florida Brigade 
and have earned  your Bronze Col-
or Guard medal, do so starting this 
year!  Show the dashing side to 
your personality by joining the 
other members of the Florida Bri-
gade as they present the colors at 
the banquet.  Staying for the ban-
quet is optional, but it is more fun 
to mingle with the ordinarily 
dressed folks. 

 

To further our efforts in increasing membership, my wife Debbie announced 
a new resource for Revolutionary War service.  A portion of the 1783 Virginia person-
al property tax and land tax went to support the war effort.  Thus, if an ancestor is 
listed as having paid the personal property tax or land tax in Virginia in 1783, he or 
she qualifies for patriotic service. Her index of Virginia Personal Property Tax and 
Land Tax can be located at:  

http://www.learnwebskills.com/corner/hidden2.htm#1783ppt 

(1783 Virginia Personal Property Tax & Land Tax). 

I hope to see everyone at our next state meeting of the Florida Society on 
January 24 – 25, 2014.  I am grateful for all the good works being done by Florida 
Society compatriots and their wives!   

Happy Thanksgiving, Merry Christmas, and Happy Holidays to all! 

Fraternally, 

Ted Duay 

President 

2014 to 2015 Board of Management Meetings 
 After 3 months of requesting and getting answers to our Requests for Pro-
posals from Orlando area hotels, the Meeting Arrangements - BOM Committee re-
viewed the returns from The Florida Hotel (current location), the Westin - Lake Mary, 
the Marriott - Lake Mary, the Best Western in Lake Buena Vista, the Sheraton in Lake 
Buena Vista, the Radisson on SR 192, and the Holiday Inn on SR 192.  The committee 
took our top choices to the Board of Management meeting on Saturday for a consensus 
decision.  Those in attendance agreed to renew a contract with The Florida Hotel for 
the 2014-2015 BOM meetings which start with the 2014 Fall meeting and end with the 
2015 Spring BOM /Annual Meeting. 

 We will continue the ability to have training sessions at the Fall BOM and the 
possibility for a side session during the Spring BOM and Annual Meeting although 
that is generally a tightly scheduled event. 

 The tentative dates are October 3-5, 2014, January 30-31, 2015, and May 1-3, 
2015.  The negotiated room rates are $109.00 for the Fall and Spring BOMs and 
$137.00 for the 2015 Winter BOM for a room with double beds.  This represents an 
$8.00 decrease for the Fall and Spring BOMs from our contract rates for this year.  
Requesting a Deluxe King will cost $20.00 more and a Superior King $50.00 more. 

What you need to Know about our BOMs 
 In our current contract to get our meeting rooms free we have to meet certain 
Room Night rentals and Food and Beverage costs.  The Guest Room block set aside 
for our members (30 rooms per night of BOM) is released 3 weeks before the meeting 
so our members should reserve their room before that time.  For the Winter BOM on 
January 24&25, 2014 that is January 3rd.  You may still be able to get a room if 
you reserve after that date, but the rooms will be available for the public to reserve. 

 Our meals will have 2 Entree choices, with a Chef's choice for dessert.  The 
meal for the January BOM will be $38.00.  The Registration form is included in this 
issue of The Florida Patriot magazine so that you will be assured of getting the form 
well in advance and will be able to make your registration in time.  The form is also 
available on our Florida website via the "BOM Registration Form" link at the top of 
the page.  It is a PDF fill-able form and has the directions for filling it out and submit-
ting by e-mail.  This is the easiest and quickest method of registering.  The BOM 
Meeting schedule is also found in the same Home Page location at "BOM Meeting 
Information" link. 

http://www.learnwebskills.com/corner/hidden2.htm#1783ppt�
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The Battle of Trenton 
By Charles Eugene Claghorn, III 

Crossing the Delaware 
December 25 - 26, 1776 

 
 On December 25, 1776, General Washington or-
dered his troops to march to McKonkey’s Ferry (now called 
Washington’s Crossing) “as soon as it begins to grow dark 
… and embark onboard the boats” to cross the Delaware 
River.  This order set in motion the most desperate gamble 
of the Revolutionary War.  With the enlistments of most of 
his army due to expire at the end of December, Washington 
decided to attack the exposed Hessian garrison at Trenton.  
If successful, the attack would compel Lord Howe to with-
draw the rest of his forward troops on Philadelphia.  A vic-
tory would also boost American morale and make it possi-
ble to recruit a new army to face the British in the spring. 
 Washington ordered the main body of the Conti-
nental Army, some 2,400 men, to cross at McKonkey’s Fer-
ry, nine miles above Trenton.  Brigadier General James 
Ewing was to cross the Delaware near Trenton with 600 to 
800 Pennsylvania and New Jersey men and cut off the Hes-
sian’s retreat to the east.  
Farther downstream, Penn-
sylvania Colonel John Cad-
walader, with a mixed force 
of about 1,800 Continental 
and state troops and Phila-
delphia “Associators”, was 
ordered to cross the river 
near Bristol and either join 
up with the main body after 
the attack on Trenton or 
make a diversionary attack 
in support of the main body. 
 Washington issued 
his orders and rode to 
McKonkey’s Ferry, where 
he expected to complete the 
crossing by midnight.  But the river, choked with broken 
ice, was running full and fast; the wind was high, and the 
light-draft Durham boats collected for the crossing 
(normally used for carrying iron and coal down the river) 
were difficult to handle.  Washington’s chief of artillery, 
Brigadier General Henry Knox, wrote to his wife that 
“floating ice in the River made the labour almost incredi-
ble.” 
 The last of the troops did not reach the New Jersey 
shore until 3:00 AM, making it impossible to reach Trenton 
under cover of darkness.  Snow, mingled with sleet and 
freezing rain, glazed the road as Washington’s army 
marched through the night. 
 The famous painting of Washington standing in the 
boat, painted by Emmanuel Leutze now in the Metropolitan 
Museum of Art in New York City, is the artist’s imagina-
tion.  There is no account on record but it is possible that he 
did so. 
 After the last Continental troops reached the New 
Jersey shore at McKonkey’s Ferry, Major General John 
Sullivan and his men marched along the road close to the 
river on their way to Trenton.  General Washington, with 
Nathaniel Greene and his men, took the Pennington Road, 
parallel and slightly north of Sullivan’s route.  Greene’s 
column, with Washington near the head, exchanged fire 

with the Hessian pickets on the north side of Trenton about 8:00 
AM.  Sullivan struck the picket line on the south side of town mo-
ments later. 
 The alerted Hessians formed lines of battle in the streets of 
town and to the east as Washington directed cannon placed at the 
northern end of King (now Warren) and Queen (now Broad) streets.  
As these guns begin to fire, Brigadier General Hugh Mercer’s men, 
of Greene’s command took control of the alleys and walkways on 
the northwest side of town. A threatened Hessian charge up King 
Street was broken up by Henry Knox’s cannon.  Sullivan’s men, 
entering town from the southeast, took control of the bridge over 
Assunpink Creek and cut off any Hessian retreat toward Burlington.  
Washington ordered Brigadier General Edward Hand to take control 
of the Trenton-Princeton road northeast of town, cutting off the Hes-
sian retreat, while Lord Stirling’s men joined Mercer’s troops in 
clearing the town.  The senior Hessian officer, Colonel Johann Rall, 
was mortally wounded while directing his men to withdraw from 
the southeast corner of town.  Pinned to the creek just east of Tren-
ton, the Hessian’s surrendered about 9:30 AM.  Of the 2,400 Ameri-
cans engaged, only a few were wounded.  Of about 1,200 Hessians, 

106 were killed or wounded 
and 918 taken prisoner, the rest 
managed to ford the icy Assun-
pick and escape. 
 Meanwhile Philadel-
phia and New Jersey militia 
under Brigadier James Ewing 
had been ordered to cross the 
Delaware near Trenton to meet 
Washington’s advance, and a 
mixed group of Continentals 
and militia under Colonel John 
Cadwalader were to have 
crossed near Bristol and join 
the main body.  Neither group 
had managed to cross the ice 
choked river.  Without these 

reinforcements, Washington decided to retreat across the Delaware 
River before the British mounted a counterattack.  Burdened by 
prisoners, Washington marched his men from Trenton toward 
McKonkey’s Ferry about noon. 
 The operation that concluded with the victory at Trenton 
was one of the most remarkable in the history of American Arms, 
and probably saved the American Revolution from collapsing that 
winter.  Though the raid had only modest strategic significance, 
Trenton was of no importance to the British and the capture of the 
Hessians did little to redress the smallness of the American Army.  
The effect of victory on the American morale, after months of de-
feats, was extraordinary. 
 

Re-crossing the Delaware 
December 26 - 27, 1776 

 
 Following the surrender of the Hessians at Trenton, Gen-
eral Washington and his army left town around noon and marched 
for McKonkey’s Ferry.  Exhausted and burdened with some 900 
prisoners, the army moved slowly back to the ferry and crossed into 
Pennsylvania after dark.  The last units did not reach their camps 
until noon.  Washington returned to the mansion of Thomas Barclay 
called “Summerseat” at the terminus of the upper Trenton Ferry in 
what is now Morrisville, Pennsylvania where he planned his next 
move.  



Page 7 Florida Patriot 

Second Crossing of the Delaware 
December 30, 1776 

 
 After the army returned to its encampment on the Penn-
sylvania side of the Delaware River on December 27th, only four 
days remained until the enlistments of most of the Continental 
regiments would expire.  Despite the cold and snow, the exhaus-
tion of his men and the scarcity of supplies, General Washington 
realized that he might not strength to mount another offensive 
later.  He consequently ordered the army to cross into New Jersey 
for a second time. Major General Nathanael Greene’s division 
was ordered to cross at McKonkey’s Ferry.  Major General John 
Sullivan and his division were ordered to Yardley’s Ferry.  They 
crossed the river on December 30, 1776. 
 

Trenton 
December 30, 1776 

 
 After General Washington crossed the Delaware Rive, 
he found that the British had evacuated the New Jersey shoreline 
as far as Trenton, where he made his headquarters that day,  ap-
parently at the house of John Barnes, a distiller and prominent 
local Loyalist. 
 

An Afterword 
 
 The captured Hessians were exchanged for American 
officers who were captives of British.  Eventually all of those 
who survived the Battle of Trenton returned either to various 
commands in the Hessian units that were with the British army in 
America or back to Hesse to retire from the service. 
 In truth, the Hessians were no different from the British 
or French soldiers or the soldiers of any other German state.  The 
Landgrave of Hesse-Cassel had developed a small, but well-
trained army that was considered one of the very best on the Eu-
ropean continent.  The army was in great demand for mercenary 
service by the various European sovereigns.  The men in this ar-
my were not slaves but volunteer soldiers, who sought mercenary 
status as a means of bettering their condition.   This is not a moral 
judgment, but a statement of fact. 
 The Hessians were well paid and outfitted and usually 
well fed.  If married and without children, they were allowed to 
bring wives on campaign with them.  Man for man, they were 
superior and in their pride in their services to the British soldier 
of the line. 
 Though the Hessian officers were exchanged for Ameri-
can officers and went back into the ranks of the British army or 
home to their own land, no such fortune awaited the Hessian sol-
diers, that is, the Hessian rank and file who were taken prisoners 
at Trenton.  Hundreds of them were sold into servitude as chattel 
slaves, to do forced labor in the iron works at Durham.  They 
were bought by the forge owners for thirty Spanish dollars per 
man and sold to the Pennsylvania charcoal burners.  Still other 

Hessians soldiers were indentured to American farmers for 80 
Spanish dollars per Hessian couple.  The indenture was for 3 
years. 
 They were, however given an alternative.  They were 
told that as prisoners of war they were free to enter the Ameri-
can army, where their military knowledge would be valued and 
expected.  Hessian officers were offered on hundred acres of 
land if they would enlist in the American ranks. 
 The records show that a total of 16,992 Hessians were 
brought to America.  Of this number, 10,492 returned to Eu-
rope in 1783.  It appears about 6,500 Hessians who came to 
America remained.  Some of them were killed or wounded, and 
perhaps some of them died of their injuries, but most of them 
became American citizens and stayed here. 
 

Trenton in 2001 
 
 The spot where the American artillery opened the at-
tack is marked by a Trenton Battle Monument at the intersec-
tion of North Broad and Warren streets, and Brunswick, Pen-
nington, and Princeton avenues.  The Old Barracks where ele-
ments of Colonel Johann Rall’s Hessian command were garri-
soned on Christmas night in 1776 stands near the State Capital.  
The building was built by the American colony in 1758, and is 
one of the few original barracks surviving from the colonial 
period.  The Old Barracks now houses a museum focusing on 
the Battle of Trenton and life in colonial and revolutionary 
New Jersey. 
 
Note: The above was abstracted from Claghorn’s book “Crossroads of 
Revolution” which contains substantial information supplied by the 
editor, Jack Duane Warren, Jr. and published in 1999 by the Society of 
the Cincinnati in the State of New Jersey. 

235th Anniversary Ft. Morris 

And the Thomas Creek Battle 
The Jacksonville Chapter furnished three compatriots in the 
color guard: Lindsey Brock (and Billie), David Ramseur (and 
Marjorie) Darrell Goss (and Lydia) and Mills Ramseur. This 
annual event is sponsored by Georgia Society SAR and Com-
memorates the British Demand to Patriot Forces to Surrender 
Fort Morris on 25 Nov 1778.  The Patriot replied defiantly 
"Come and Take it!" The British withdrew back to St. Augus-
tine and came back 45 days later with more troops and ships 
and heavily bombarded the Fort and took it. 
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Your Chapter Annual Report and 
Why it's Important to You  

 It is that time of year again when your chapter's 
leadership, generally the chapter secretary, will begin to work 
gathering dues for 2014 and asking for your help in getting 
100% renewals.  Part of his concern is that the information he 
has for you which includes your mailing address, phone num-
ber, and e-mail address are correct and up-to-date.  If you 
have moved or changed any contact information, please help 
your chapter secretary by providing your updated infor-
mation.  Without accurate contact information you will miss 
chapter meeting notices and newsletters, any Florida Society 
publications, and National publications. Your chapter has a 
December 31st deadline for submitting dues and the chapter 
roster to the state secretary.  If you don't pay your dues by 
then, you will be 'Dropped' as an SAR member and any rein-
statement request will be delayed until after March 1, 2014 to 
comply with National directions. 

Eagle Scout Awards 
Eagle Scout Court of Honor 

The following items are suggested for an Eagle Scout Court 
of Honor: 

(1) An SAR Eagle Scout Certificate.  The SAR Merchandise 
Department lists two different certificates.  One is the “Eagle 
Scout Printed Certificate” at a cost of $0.25.  The other is the 
“Eagle Scout Engraved Certificate” at a cost of $0.75.  Which 
certificate your chapter uses is a matter of personal choice.  I 
like the Printed Certificate for the Court of Honor and the 
Engraved Certificate for the winner of the Eagle Scout Schol-
arship Contest.  Why?  The Eagle Scout ends up with two 
different Certificates vs. two Certificates that are the same. 

(2) One “Certificate Presentation Folder” at a cost of $1.00. 

(3) One “Partnership for Good Citizen Patch” at a cost of 
$2.50.  The Southwest Florida Council told us in 2011 that 
every Eagle Scout presented this patch could wear it and that 
all Scouts love patches.  That equates as excellent publicity 
for SAR and a happy Eagle Scout. 

(4) Also distribute the “FREE” Eagle Scout Pamphlet availa-
ble from the Merchandise Department at National.  This pam-
phlet describes the Eagle Scout Scholarship Contest. 

Eagle Scout Scholarship Contest 

This Scholarship is open to all Eagle Scouts who are current-
ly registered in an active unit and have not reached their 19th 
birthday during the year of application.  (The application year 
is the calendar year, 01 Jan. to 31 Dec.).  The year that Eagle 
was awarded is not restricted.  College plans do not need to 
be completed in order to receive the cash scholarship. 

Entrants need to complete only one application -- the one for 
the chapter competition.  If it is a winner it is then used for 
the state competition, and if it is a winner again it is used for 
the national competition.  The Eagle Scout Local winner will 
be asked to read his Essay at the Chapter Awards Luncheon 
in January.  Your lunch, and parent’s lunch, will be paid for 

by the local Chapter at this special event.  The Eagle Scout Medal 
may be presented to the winner of the Scholarship Program at the 
local level during the Chapter Awards Luncheon. 

The application consists of: (1) The two page application form, (2) 
The Four Generation ancestor chart, and  (3) The 500 word Patriotic 
Theme. 

You may apply more than one year if you meet the age requirements 
but no more than $8,000.00 total may be granted to any one Eagle 
Scout. 

The Florida Society, SAR awards the first place State winner a 
$1,000 scholarship.  The National Society SAR presents the first 
place winner a scholarship of $8,000. 

The following items are suggested for the Eagle Scout Scholarship 
Contest: 

(1) The “Eagle Scout Scholarship Competition Patch” is available to 
each Eagle Scout who completes the requirements listed in the Eagle 
Scout Scholarship Program at a cost of $3.00. 

(2) The Winner receives an SAR Eagle Scout Certificate.  We sug-
gest the “Eagle Scout Engraved Certificate” at a cost of $0.75. 

(3) One “Certificate Presentation Folder” at a cost of $1.00. 

(4) One “Eagle Scout Scholarship Medal” should be presented to the 
winner of the Eagle Scout Scholarship Program at the Chapter level 
at a cost of $15.00. 

(5) A Scholarship from the Chapter 

(6) Entry into the FLSSAR Eagle Scout Contest. 

PAINLESS PROCESS FOR 
LIBERTY TREE INSTALLATION 

 
 One of the best advertisements for your Chapter is availa-
ble to you for a minimum of cost.  Advertising in the newspaper, on
-line media and newsletters, is only good for the length of time that 
it takes to read the print or listen to a broadcast.  Besides, it costs 
money for this type of advertisement for every time you repeat this 
activity.  The FLSSAR changed the rules four years ago so each 
SAR Chapter may install one Liberty Tree Marker each year.  A 
new FLSSAR Charter for the Liberty Tree Program (Article V, Sec-
tion 6.b.) was prepared and approved in October 2012.  Each step of 
the whole process is provided as a guide for this activity. 



Page 9 Florida Patriot 

 There are definite advantages to designating a Liberty 
Tree with a minimum of effort and cost.  Consider the recognition 
by everyone that walks through the Veterans’ Park or visits a His-
torical site.  Further, it fulfills the following SAR requirement that 
as a historical, educational, and patriotic, non-profit corporation, 
you gain the satisfaction of knowing that your chapter is part of a 
larger plan to keep the knowledge of our Early American History 
alive.  Installation of a Liberty Tree marker in each township within 
the purview of each SAR Chapter could be significant over time.  It 
would then be worth creating a replica State Map for the FLSSAR 
showing where the Liberty Tree markers were placed and by which 
Chapters.  The local press also gets involved which helps with the 
advertising of our organization especially if we are trying to obtain 
new members. 
 The FLSSAR allocates up to $150 for reimbursement of 
Liberty Tree activities.  They will reimburse the chapter up to 75% 
of the expenditure.  The process is not labor intensive because you 
do not have to plant a tree.  Instead, you contact the Town or City 
directors/Commissioners and give them a 5-minute presentation on 
the significance of the Liberty Tree. Then ask for their participation 
by selecting a site in a Veterans Park, near an Historic building or 
any site of their choosing with a large canopy type tree. You explain 
to them what the Liberty Tree is about and that your chapter of the 
SAR will obtain a granite block with engraving thereon and further 
recommend that a colorful ceremony will be best conducted on a 
Memorial Day, a President’s birthday or Veterans Day. 
 A granite stone is recommended because of its weight and 
minimal cost to engrave. Brass plaques have a way of walking away 
in the night and they are expensive to install.  If you should have 
any questions after reading the Liberty Charter, do not hesitate to 
call Harold Crapo, Jr.; FLSSAR Chair, Liberty Tree Program at: 
941-756-7272. 
 

The Many Faces of  

ROTC Recognition 
By Vic McMurry and Chuck Sweeney 

 The purpose of this paper is to provide FLSSAR Chapter 
ROTC/JROTC Chairmen information concerning the four recogni-
tion programs that fall under the purview of the NSSAR ROTC/
JROTC Committee. These programs are: (1) US Navy Sea Cadet 
Corps Recognition Program; (2) SAR Silver ROTC Medal Program 
for College ROTC Units; (3) SAR Bronze ROTC Medal Program 
for JROTC Units; and (4) SAR Enhanced JROTC Program to select 
the outstanding cadet at the chapter, state, and national levels. 

 US Navy Sea Cadet Corps Recognition Program: Sea 
Cadet Units may nominate a cadet for the SAR Bronze Good Citi-
zenship Medal (BGCM), which can be purchased from the NSSAR 
Merchandize Store and presented accordingly. 

 In comparison to the number of high school JROTC Units 
and college ROTC Units the number of Sea Cadet Units across our 
country are limited.  If there is a Sea Cadet Unit within your chap-
ter’s area of operation, contact them and let them know that your 
chapter can provide them a BGCM if they request the medal and 
provide a letter of justification. It is highly recommended that a 
member of the chapter present the BGCM Package at an official 
Sea Cadet Corps Meeting/Drill and that a second presentation with 
family and NSCC Officers be made at a regular chapter meeting. 
Please note that Navy Sea Cadets are no longer eligible for the 
SAR Bronze ROTC Medal.  

SAR Silver ROTC Medal Program for College ROTC Units:  

There are two types of college/university ROTC Units. They are 

  Host Units and Cross-Town Units. Host Units are the pri-
mary ROTC Unit for a given area. Such Units can prepare 
and submit an SAR Silver ROTC Medal Package, which 
recommends a cadet or midshipman selected by the Senior 
Officer and his/her staff for this program. At the bottom of 
this paragraph is the link that permits access to the form up-
on which the Silver ROTC Medal Program recommendation 
can be recorded. 

 Naturally military bearing, leadership potential, 
attitude, and scholastic achievements are factors that the 
staff may consider in making their annual selection of an 
exceptional cadet. A University may have Host ROTC Units 
from several services. For example, one University in Geor-
gia has 3 ROTC Units (Army, Navy, and Air Force). Cross-
Town Units fall under a Host ROTC Unit. A Host Unit may 
have several Cross-Town Units as part of its program.  Cross
-Town Units are normally located at smaller universities/
colleges that are relatively close to their Host ROTC Unit.  
Naturally, a Cross-Town Army ROTC Unit would be associ-
ated with a Host Army ROTC Unit.  Cross-Town ROTC 
Units do not qualify for the SAR Silver ROTC Medal; how-
ever, one of their cadets could be the recipient of the SAR 
Silver ROTC Medal from their Host Unit. 

 In the FLSSAR, the management of the SAR Silver 
ROTC Medal Program falls under the chapter that is located 
in or near a Host Unit’s area of operation. Chapter Presidents 
or their Representatives are encouraged to award SAR Silver 
ROTC Medals to selected cadets at private ceremonies, with 
Senior ROTC Officers, the recipients, and whenever feasi-
ble, the cadets’ family members in attendance. 

Go http://www.flssar.org/Docs/Forms/
Silver_ROTC_Medal.pdf to access the link that presents the 
savable, fillable and email-able Silver ROTC Medal Pro-
gram form.  

SAR Bronze ROTC Medal Program for JROTC Units: 
As of 7 August 2013, twenty-eight Chapters of the FLSSAR 
serviced 292 High School JROTC Units; two hundred sixty 
SAR Bronze ROTC Medals were awarded.  Page 38 of the 
Fall 2013 BOM Meeting Proceedings lists the name of the 
292 High School JROTC Units within the State of Florida. It 
also lists the chapter that has the responsibility for each of 
these schools. Most of the Chapter ROTC/JROTC Commit-
tee Chairmen and the Senior Military Instructors (SMI’s) in 
the State of Florida have a fundamental understanding of the 
SAR Bronze ROTC Medal Program; but, they easily confuse 
this program with the SAR Enhanced JROTC Program. 
What follows then are key points that assist in gaining a bet-
ter perspective of the SAR Bronze ROTC Medal Program 
for JROTC Units. 

 First, authority is given to the SMI is to select the 
JROTC Cadet from his/her unit who is to receive this award. 

 Next, the recommended recipient must be in a valid 
JROTC Program. 

 Third, the recommended recipient must be a High 
School Junior of a 4-year program, or in the second year of a 
three year High School program. 

 Fourth, the recommended recipient must be in the 
top 10% of his/her JROTC class. 

 Fifth, the recommended recipient must be in the top 
25% of his/her high school class. 
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 Finally, the SMI must complete a Bronze ROTC 
Medal Program for JROTC Units request form. That form 
is accessible at the following website: http://
www.flssar.org/Docs/Forms/Bronze_ROTC_Medal.pdf. 
When this webpage appears, toggle down to the line that 
reads “JROTC – Bronze Medal – PDG – Form – JROTC 
Bronze Medal Form (High Schools)” Then click on the 
word “Form.” 

 Chapter JROTC Chairmen are reminded to coach 
SMI’s in their area of operation that requests for participa-
tion in the SAR Bronze ROTC Medal Program for JROTC 
Units require prior planning. If a SMI wishes to present the 
SAR Bronze ROTC Medal at an ROTC ceremony in May, 
he needs to coordinate that action with the in area of opera-
tion Chapter JROTC Chairmen at least 30 days in advance. 

SAR Enhanced JROTC Program: In 1997, the President 
General Carl Hoffman initiated the SAR JROTC Enhanced 
Program (aka the JROTC Outstanding Cadet Essay Con-
test).  Each JROTC Unit in a chapter’s area of operation 
may nominate one Cadet from his/her school to represent 
his/her unit in an SAR Chapter Competition. The winner of 
that competition qualifies to compete in a State Competi-
tion. Winner of the Florida State Competition will be au-
thorized to compete in the National SAR Enhanced JROTC 
Program Competition.  

 The winner of the Chapter level competition re-
ceives a monetary scholarship award, a bronze medallion 
on a neck ribbon, a ribbon bar with a gold frame and a 
bronze star and qualifies for the Florida Society State Com-
petition. 

 The winner of the SAR Florida Society competi-
tion will receive a $1,000 to $1,500 monetary scholarship 
award, travel expense to receive the award during the May 
SAR Florida Society Annual Meeting during its Youth 
Awards Luncheon, a silver medallion on a neck ribbon, a 
ribbon bar with gold frame and a silver star, and qualifies 
for the National Society Competition.  

 The winner of the SAR National Society of the 
Sons of the American Revolution Competition will be de-
clared the Outstanding JROTC Cadet of the Nation during 
July 2014 at the 124th NSSR Annual Congress in Green-
ville, SC. Further, the National SAR Enhanced JROTC 
Program winner will receive a $1,000 monetary scholarship 
award, up to $1,000 in travel expenses, a gold medallion on 
a neck ribbon, and a ribbon with gold frame and a gold star. 

  Chapter JROTC Chairmen are requested to com-
municate with the Senior Military Instructor (SMI) at each 
high school that has a JROTC Unit in their area of opera-
tion. They are asked to encourage each SMI to participate 
in this unique opportunity by nominating one of their Ca-
dets and by completing the SAR Enhanced JROTC Pro-
gram Form located on the NSSAR webpage.  

 Completed forms and all supporting documents 
are to be in the hands of the SAR Florida Society JROTC 
Chairman NLT April 1, 2014. To accomplish this task, 
SMI’s are to coordinate their efforts with their SAR Chap-
ter JROTC Chairman in their area of operation who will in 
turn send the program package forward. The SAR Florida 
Society JROTC Chairman is Colonel Charles T. Sweeney , 
USMC (ret.), 500 S Palm Ave Unit 22; Sarasota, FL 34236
-6878. Email:  Chuck_Sweeney@msn.com  (Note there is 
an underscore between the first and last names.) Phone 
Number 941-706-2007.  Note also the requirements check-

list below. It’s provided so all parties concerned can grasp quickly 
the requirements of the SAR Enhanced JROTC Program and to assist 
them in verifying that nomination packages are complete. 

 SAR Enhanced JROTC Program  

Requirements Checklist 

1. Is the nominated Cadet enrolled in the JROTC Program? 

2. Is the nominated Cadet a junior student in a four-year high school 
(or a second year student in a three-year high school)?  

3. Is the nominated Cadet in the top 10% of his/her JROTC class? 

4. Is the nominated Cadet in the top 25% of his/her high school 
class?  

5. Has the nominated Cadet completed a 500-700 word original es-
say on “How JROTC has prepared me to be a better citizen of the 
United States of America?”  

6. Is the essay doubled spaced;  does the first page contain the Ca-
det’s name, his/her rank, his/her unit’s name, and the name of his/her 
high school; and is there a word count at the end of the essay? 

7. Is the Principal’s Endorsement/Recommendation attached, with 
his/her verification statement concerning the nominated Cadet’s 
GPA and class standing? 

8. Is the SMI’s Recommendation/Comments provided? 

9. Has all the above been recorded on the SAR Enhanced JROTC 
Program Form? 

10. Will the completed form and all supporting documents be sent 
through the SAR Chapter JROTC Chairman in the SMI’s area of 
operation so as to meet an April 1, 2014, SAR Florida Society dead-
line?  

 Effective immediately, SAR Presidents are authorized to 
recognize Cadets with one of the following awards who participate 
in the SAR Enhanced JROTC Program but are not selected as a 
Chapter or State winner:  

1. A Certificate of Appreciation. 

2. The SAR Outstanding Citizenship Pin w/certificate, which is giv-
en in recognition of the student’s high ideals of character and citizen-
ship. 

3. The SAR Bronze Good Citizenship Medal, with Ribbon Bar and 
Certificate. 

FLSSAR Endowment Trust  

Fund Disbursements Committee 
  The goal of your FLSSAR Endowment Trust Fund Dis-
bursements Committee is to serve every Chapter of the Florida Soci-
ety, that is every one of the thirty two active Chapters in Florida. 

 For 2011, the Endowment Trust Fund Disbursements Com-
mittee was proud to announce that we approved 40 requests spread 
over 14 Chapters.  The total amount approved for reimbursement to 
these 14 Chapters is $8,775.30.  Florida currently has 33 chapters, or 
put another way, we had 42% of our FLSSAR chapters that shared in 
these funds and 58% of our FLSSAR chapters that failed to partici-
pate, and will NOT receive any money. 

 For 2012, the Endowment Trust Fund Disbursements Com-
mittee was proud to announce that we approved 53 requests spread 
over 24 Chapters.  The total amount approved for reimbursement to 
these 24 Chapters was $10,567.58.  Florida currently has 32 active 
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chapters, or put another way, we had 75% of our FLSSAR chap-
ters that shared in these funds and 25% of our FLSSAR chapters 
that failed to participate, and did NOT share in the financial assis-
tance provided by your FLSSAR Endowment Trust Fund. 

 For 2013, the Endowment Trust Fund Disbursements 
Committee was proud to announce that we approved 54 requests 
spread over 23 Chapters.  We had one new Chapter that failed to 
submit in 2012, but two Chapters that submitted request in 2012 
failed to do so this year.  The total amount approved for reim-
bursement to these 23 Chapters was $11,649.39.  Florida currently 
has 32 active chapters, or put another way, we had 74% of our 
FLSSAR chapters that shared in these funds and 26% of our FLS-
SAR chapters that failed to participate, and did NOT share in the 
financial assistance provided by your FLSSAR Endowment Trust 
Fund. 

 Why make awards?  If a chapter makes awards, then gets 
publicity for the award, then more prospective members become 
aware of their chapter.  The more members the chapter can attract, 
then the more dues they can collect and the more awards they can 
make.  As a side note, ever notice that the most successful chap-
ters have the most expensive chapter dues ($30 or more)?  The 
chapter’s life blood is its members, and getting more members.  
More awards equals more publicity equals more members, and 
more member’s means the chapter has more workers to make 
more awards, and back thru the circle we go. 

 Having trouble finding students to enter your Chapter 
contests?  Are your Chapter’s Scholarship events listed on your 
local schools web sites?  If your Chapter’s events are NOT listed, 
why are they missing?  Could it be because no one from your 
Chapter asked the schools to list your scholarship events, such as 
Rumbaugh, Knight Essay, Poster Contest, Enhanced JROTC Pro-
gram, and Eagle Scout Scholarship?  Or, could it be that the Chap-
ters Scholarship level is below the schools minimum.  Remember, 
a $50.00 scholarship will not purchase even one college book.  
Everything we do takes more and more money. 

 The date for our Committee to receive Grant Applica-
tions for 2014 begins January 1.  Grant Applications for 2014 will 
not be accepted after November 15, 2014.  Grant requests may 
include eligible chapter expenses from November 1 of the previ-
ous year through October 31 of the current year.  All Applications 
must provide the needed information specified in the Instructions.  
Applications cannot pre-date the award/event and applications 
must be sent to the Committee Chairman as an an e-mail attach-
ment. 

 On the FLSSAR web site at http://www.flssar.org/
Forms.htm you will find under “ETF Grant Application” two Doc-
uments.  The first document is a PDF file labeled “Suggestions”.  
It will give you suggestions as to how to complete your ETF Grant 
Application Form and how your Committee performs the calcula-
tions.  You will need to have the FREE Adobe Reader in order to 
open this file.  The FREE Adobe Reader can be downloaded at 
http://get.adobe.com/reader/ or at a web site I personally prefer, 
http://www.filehippo.com/.  Remember, Adobe Reader is FREE. 

 The second document is the ETF Grant Application 
Form.  This year you can use the FREE Adobe Reader to complete 
the Form.  This document includes the “Endowment Trust Fund 
Reimbursement Instructions and Guidelines”.  Please read and 
follow these instructions. 

 Please be advised that per the September 2013 BOM 
meeting, we will be bringing suggested changes to the Instructions 
up for a vote at the January 2014 BOM meeting.  A new form will 

be available on the FLSSAR web site shortly after that meet-
ing. 

 If your Chapter does not have ANY Member that 
can complete either one of these ETF Grant Application 
Forms, please contact the Committee Chairman at vic-
mc4@gmail.com or call Vic McMurry at (941) 966-0493.  I 
will do my best to work with you. 

 The Endowment Trust Fund and the Endowment 
Trust Fund Disbursements Committee was created to help all 
of our FLSSAR Chapters succeed and grow.  Please partici-
pate in 2014 and help us help your chapter and FLSSAR 
grow. 

The New FLSSAR Mail Lists 
 As a result of the recommendation out of the Spring 
BOM that FLATalk be discontinued and the use of the  Mail 
List creation capability of our Web Host, two Mail Lists were 
created for two distinct and separate purposes: a Mail List for 
delivery of the link  to the electronic version of The Florida 
Patriot and a Mail List for dissemination of important Florida 
Society news  such as, but not limited to, Bylaw amendment 
proposals which are required by Florida's Bylaws, the calling 
of Special Meetings which is required by Florida's Bylaws, 
BOM meting information,  other significant items.  Both 
these lists are moderated which means that messages will 
only be sent if they conform to the range of subject matter 
mentioned above. 

 All Florida Society members with e-mail addresses 
were sent a message to confirm addition to the particular 
Mail List by clicking the hypertext link within the message. 

 Why are we doing this? It is excessively expensive 
to USPS Mail Bylaws proposals to 1800+ members to fulfill 
the notification requirements as laid out in the Bylaws.  Simi-
larly, it is also expensive to USPS The Florida Patriot when 
we can save money by e-mailing the link for the electronic  
version.  To use e-mail to distribute the items using an indi-
vidual's e-mail service requires that the message meet the 
ISP's mail requirements for number of recipients per e-mail 
message and the number of recipients per day.  To send a 
message and cover the numbers of recipients mentioned 
above requires 10 to 15 messages spread over 2 to 3 days.  
This is time consuming and can result in the mail service 
locking up.  It also creates problems when an individual re-
cipient has a mail service that counts as SPAM any message 
with a certain number of recipients on that message - some-
times as few as 50 recipients.  Then that member doesn't get 
the message. 

 Using a Mail List which sends out individual mes-
sages to all on the Mail List prevents all of the problems de-
scribed above. 

 

http://www.flssar.org/Forms.htm�
http://www.flssar.org/Forms.htm�
http://www.flssar.org/Forms.htm�
http://www.flssar.org/Forms.htm�
http://get.adobe.com/reader/�
http://www.filehippo.com/�
mailto:vicmc4@gmail.com�
mailto:vicmc4@gmail.com�
mailto:vicmc4@gmail.com�
mailto:vicmc4@gmail.com�


Page 12 Florida Patriot 



Page 13 Florida Patriot 

New FLSSAR Member List 
On behalf of the Florida Society Sons of the American Revolution, we welcome the following individuals into our membership. 
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Are You Eligible? 
Do you have a Revolutionary Patriot in your family tree? Membership in the 
Sons of the American Revolution (SAR) honors and preserves the legacy of your 
Patriot Ancestor.  Over two hundred  years ago, American Patriots fought and 
sacrificed for the freedoms we enjoy today.  As a member of SAR, through par-
ticipation in the Society’s various programs and activities, you can continue this 
legacy by actively supporting historic preservation, promotion of education, and 
patriotic endeavors.   For membership information, go to http://www.flssar.org/
Helper.htm. 



Page 18 Florida Patriot 

Necrology Report 
It is with deep regret that the Florida Society of the Sons of the American Revolution inform you of the passing of the 
following SAR members.  Our prayers are with the families of those that lost their love one of the past year.  

Last  First  Middle  Na onal #  State #  Chapter 

Harkey  Patrick  Frank  181515  9948 Brevard 

Gayheart  Elisha     187077  10343 Daytona‐Ormond 

Tarrant  Samuel  Robert  149550  7569 St. Augus ne 

Williams, Jr.  Patrick  Murphy  137770  6499 Jacksonville 

Wilson  Robert  Wesley  87514  1527 Clearwater 

Knoedler  Karl  Philip  149551  7570 Saramana 

Greenwood  Gordon  Edward  153574  7888 Gainesville 

Forry  Kingsley  Ellis  148365  7879 Lake‐Sumter 

Ransom, Jr.  Charles  Edgar  127586  7629 Naples 

Raymond  Harry  Jerrol  148818  7517 Tallahassee 

Ferguson, Jr.  Harold  Edward  60818  456 Palm Beach 

Jones, Jr.  John  Paul  138463  6567 Jacksonville 

Reedy  Luther  Ashby  126557  7543 Pensacola 

Winslow  Donald  Francis  163200  8529 Lakeland 

Warden, Jr.  Cyrus  Ely  177752  9630 Brevard 

Wallace, Jr.  Ivan  Homer  177430  9611 Lake City 

Boardman, III  Charles  Holloway  129037  5482 Brevard 

Hayward  James  Bert  138895  6613 DeVane 

Carter  John  Henry  142517  6960 Panama City 

Acton  Jack  Corbin  139486  6674 Miami 

Walton, Jr.  R. Guy     113051  3862 Caloosa 

Yarick  Richard  Floyd  177057  9581 Treasure Coast 

Murray  Sheldon  Edward  161276  8388 Central Florida 

Grove II  John  A  182613  10012 Aaron Snowden 

Meet the Vice President General 
 
 Our own Compatriot Randy Moody was elected and installed as Vice-President General, South 
Atlantic District, at the 123rd Congress in Kansas City last month.  In his District, the Vice-President Gen-
eral is second in rank to the President General among all the General Officers of the National Society Sons 
of the American Revolution.  The Vice-President General promotes the interest and activities of the Nation-
al Society in the State Societies in his District; the South Atlantic District includes Florida, Georgia, North 
Carolina and South Carolina and represents about one-sixth of the total membership of the National Socie-
ty. 
The Vice-President General meets with each State Society in his District at least once during his term.  He 
also escorts the President General when he is in the District.  Other duties include: training State/Chapter 
Officers, conducting workshops for State Societies, commemorating significant battles of the American 

Revolution in partnership with the State Society in which it occurred, organizing new Chapters, assists State Societies address 
weaknesses/issues, and many other duties.  In addition, the 123rd Congress elected Compatriot Moody a National Trustee which 
adds other duties and responsibilities at the National Society. 
 
 Compatriot Moody also is very active in the Caloosa Chapter currently serving as Awards Chairman and our immediate 
Past President.  Congratulations to him for this great achievement in the National Society of the Sons of the American Revolution. 
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 There are existing records of Virginia State Statutes show-
ing that a portion of the personal property tax imposed by Virginia 
counties in 1782-1783 went to support the War effort. This portion 
is also called the “Supply Tax.”  

 These records are called “Henings Statutes At Large – 
Being a Collection of the Laws of Virginia…”  by William Walter 
Hening, published in 1823. Several volumes exist, and can be ac-
cessed online both as transcriptions or photocopies of original publi-
cations.  

 These Statutes provide the record of the actual Virginia law 
enacted for a personal property tax, of which a portion went to 
support the Revolutionary War.  Thus the patriotic service re-
quirements of the NSDAR and the NSSAR should be met for ANY 
Virginia citizen who actually paid the county personal property taxes 
in the year 1783.  

 Hening’s Statutes, Vol.  XI, Chapter VIII, page 112, in the 
October 1782 General Assembly of the State of Virginia 
(abbreviated here) has:  “…and it is just and right that property of 
every kind should be equally burdened for the defense and protec-
tion of the state …” 

 II. Be it enacted that … also a tax of ten shillings by every 
free male person above the age of twenty-one years, who shall be a 
citizen of this commonwealth; and also upon all slaves, to be paid by 
the owners thereof  …” 

 These taxes were to be collected in May through June of 
the following year (1783) - hence the 1783 notation and require-
ment for listing on the 1783 County tax list. 

 A transcription of the Hening’s Statutes was found here in 
September 2013:  http://vagenweb.org/hening/vol11-06.htm  - and 
actual publication pages here: http://archive.org/details/
statutesatlarge00henigoog    (various formats). 

 The approved NSDAR application referenced previously 
that actually used this method for proving the service of the Patriot 
Ancestor shows that an acceptable or preferred way to list the patri-
otic service on an application is: “…assisted in establishing Ameri-
can independence while acting in the capacity of:  Patriotic Service. 
Paid Virginia 1783 Supply Tax,  ___________ County Virginia .”  

 You must access the applicable Virginia County records 
and provide the page with the ancestor’s name showing that he paid 
the taxes for 1783.  The references for such service should be pro-
vided on the application as: “1783 ____________ County Virginia, 
Personal Property Tax List, Library of Virginia, Reel __. Page __ ; 

Hening’s Statutes…, Volume XI, Chapter VIII, pages 112-129.” 

 Anyone whose Revolutionary ancestor lived in Virginia, 
and who is attempting to submit an application to the NSDAR or 
NSSAR, should consider using this “Significant New Source of 
Revolutionary War Service” for proving their ancestor’s patriotic 
service when no other method can be found.  

Significant New Source for  

Revolutionary War Service 
By Fuller C. Jones, Brevard Chapter 

 The following was the lead in an article in the Au-
tumn 2013 Brevard Genealogical Society Newsletter 
“Travelers in Time:” 

 “Significant New Revolutionary War Source of 
Service for Virginia Residents”  

 “In the past 18-24 months, DAR [National Socie-
ty Daughters of the American Revolution NSDAR] has 
added a new source of service for Virginia residents. The 
new source of service is the 1783 Virginia personal prop-
erty tax. It has been determined that a portion of this tax 
went to support the war effort. Thus, if an ancestor is 
listed as having paid the personal property tax in Virgin-
ia in 1783, he or she qualifies for patriotic service. This 
new source of service will result in MANY new Revolu-
tionary War patriots from Virginia.” 

 This is an excerpt from the excellent on-line tutorial 
series entitled “Finding A Patriot” by Debbie Duay, which 
may be found here: http://www.learnwebskills.com/patriot/
findingapatriot.htm 

 This proof method has been determined to meet 
NSDAR requirements for proof of service, and because of 
similar requirements, any proof that satisfies the NSDAR 
should satisfy the NSSAR requirements as well. One particu-
lar DAR application in which this proof of service is used is 
Record Copy # 871163 for Patriot Ancestor James Tuley. 
The acceptable way to note this service on an application is 
shown later. 

 For searching other counties, film reels may be or-
dered using inter-library loan from the Library of Virginia. 
Another source for the actual film reel is your Family Histo-
ry Center. The film can be ordered from FamilySearch below 
($7.50 for 90 day loan), to be viewed at your local Family 
History Center.  I find this easier than ordering from Lib of 
VA if the film is “in stock”. 

https://familysearch.org/search/catalog/775846?
availability=Family%20History%20Library 

 Why does having paid taxes in a Virginia county in 
the year 1783 provide the required proof ?  

 The answer requires understanding both the listed 
items for proof of service provided by the NSDAR (and of 
course the NSSAR), and also knowledge of the early Virgin-
ia tax laws. 

 The NSDAR has, as one of the acceptable proofs of 
service: “Those who rendered material aid such as furnish-
ing supplies with or without remuneration, lending money 
to the Colonies, munitions makers, gunsmiths, etc.” 

 The NSSAR has: “Rendering material aid, such 
as: Furnishing supplies with or without remuneration 
Lending money to the Colonies, munitions makers, and 
gunsmiths Any other material aid which furthered the 
Cause” 

 Note that these requirements are essentially the 
same. Therefore if the service for a patriot meets NSDAR 
requirements, it should also meet NSSAR requirements. 
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Debbie Duay’s 

Genealogy Workshop 
At the Fall 2013 Board of Management 
Meeting, Debbie Duay presented a 2-part 
genealogy workshop.  The 2-hour session 
on Friday focused on finding and docu-
menting Revolutionary War ances-
tors.  The 2-hour session on Saturday con-

tinued with the documentation process and provided tips and 
tricks for properly completing a membership application.  Both of 
these sessions were well attended. 

Chapter News 
Brevard Chapter 

 The Brevard Chapter's Color Guard participated in two 
Veteran's Day events: The Melbourne Parade and a celebration at 

Vitas Innovative Hos-
pice Care for Veterans. 
Additionally, we par-
ticipated in the Bre-
vard  Genealogical 
Society's Family His-
tory Fair on Saturday, 
November 16, at the 
Central Brevard Li-
brary.  The 16th was 
also the chapter meet-

ing where we inducted Ron Fletcher and Justin Murrell as shown 
in the picture.  Justin's wife and two sons were present for his 
induction. 
 In October we inducted James Bouck, Matthew Danison, 
Jonathan Hendrix (represented by his grandmother Angel Keller), 
Benjamin Keller, John Keller, Michael Keller, Florian Yandel and 
Stephen Yandel.  For the year we have added 27 new members. 
For our December 7th meeting we are planning on having two 
WW II veterans in attendance.  One veteran was on the Battleship 
Missouri during the attack on Pearl Harbor.  The other veteran is 
in the Coast Guard Hall of Fame.  It will be a great honor for our 
chapter to have these veterans help us commemorate December 
7th. 
 On November 13th the Chapter presented a Flag Certifi-
cate to the Sharpes US Post Office in recognition of their proper 
display of the American Flag. 
 

Caloosa Chapter 
 
 The Caloosa Chapter Sons of the American Revolution 
form an honor guard as Guy Walton’s wife is escorted from Saint 
Luke's Episcopal Church with Chaplain General Randy Moody on 
April 13, 2013. 
 June, 1943 through December, 1945 he served in the 
United States Navy.  In addition to military medals, he received 
our Society's Meritorious Service Medal and the War Service 
Medal. 
 Most of his professional life involved leadership in edu-
cation.  He was awarded a fellowship to study for the Ed.D degree 

at Auburn Uni-
versity.  He 
earned the Ed. 
Specialist cer-
tificate at the 
University of 
South Florida  
In the Lee 
County District 
Schools he rose 
to become a 
Principal, and 
went on to 
serve in other 

capacities for Lee County Schools.  He was named Adminis-
trator of the Year (1989-90). 
 
 He has been a strong leader in civic affairs - twice 
recognized by the Rotary Club of Fort Myers, President of the 
Civitan Club in his home town, Deacon and Sunday School 
teacher in First Baptist Church, Greenville, Alabama, an Ala-
bama highway patrolman, a charter and continuing member of 
the Butler Co. Alabama Historical Society, and is former Presi-
dent of the Sons of Confederate Veterans (Fort Myers). 

 

Central Florida Chapter 

  At the September 14th chapter meeting, newly elected 
chapter president Don Green spoke on “James Madison”. Then 
on September 28, 2013, the chapter held their new chapter 
officer’s orientation training meeting in which was conducted 
by Compatriot Norm Myers. At the October chapter meeting, 
Carlos Perez (retired Chief Attorney with the U. S. Attorney’s 
Office in Central Florida) spoke on the “Functions and Purpos-
es of the U. S. Attorney’s Office.”  Then at the November 
meeting, John Armstong (Windermere’s Councilman) talked 
about “Windermere’s 1887 One-Room Schoolhouse and the 
Armstrong Family.” On this same weekend, the chapter put 
together a small color guard headed up by Compatriot Andy 
Showen to participate in the Orlando’s Veterans Day Parade. 
 

 On September19, 2014, Compatriots Dan Dall and 
Mark Owens presented the first two of eight scheduled SAR 
Public Service Awards to Sgt Steven Towler and Patrolman 
First Class Matt Schaefer of Lake Mary .  Sgt Towler received 
the SAR Medal for Heroism while Patrolman Schaefer re-
ceived the SAR Law Enforcement Commendation Medal. 
Then on October 29, 2014, Compatriot Dan Dall presented two 
SAR Public Service Awards to Deputy Garreth Bender and 
Detective Anna Connelly Deputy Bender received the SAR 
Medal for Heroism while Detective Connelly received the 
SAR Law Enforcement Commendation Medal. More to come 
as the Public Service Awards Committee will recognize some 
outstanding public servants at the Seminole County Sheriff’s 
Office and St Cloud in conjunction with their respective 
awards ceremonies. 
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Flagler Chapter 
 
 The Flagler 
Chapter presented the 
SAR Fire and Safety 
medal and certificate 
to Chris Cottle, Fire-
fighter EMT of the 
City of Palm Coast 
Fire Department on 
October 15th 2013. 
Fireman Cottle is pic-
tured above receiving 

his award from Compatriot David J Kelsey Sr. the Chapter’s 
Awards Chairman. Pictured herein (L-R): Compatriot Harry 
Clark, FF-Paramedic Eric Robinson, Compatriot David Kel-
sey,FF-EMT Chris Cottle, Lt. Jennifer Cohen, Capt. Mark 
Valentik, Compatriot Ted St. Pierre 

On October 16th the SAR’s  Emergency Medical Ser-
vices Award was presented to EMT Aaron Price a member  of 

the Flagler County 
Florida Fire and Res-
cue Depatrtment, by 
Awards Chairman 
David J Kelsey Sr. 
  Chapter 
Members participated 
in a Special Veterans 
Day Non-
Denominational Ser-
vice held at Christ 
Lutheran Church, 
Bunnell, Florida on 

Sunday November 10, 2013. Attending in support of the Chapter 
were Compatriot Harry Clark; Compatriot Ted and Mrs. St. 
Pierre; Compatriot, Compatriot John and Mrs. Thomas; Compat-
riot William and Mrs. Knisely and Compatriot Bill and Mrs. Cre-
ager. Pictured herein are: Compatriots John Thomas (L) and Ted 
St. Pierre (R) present the Chapter's colors at Veteran's Day 
Event. 

Jacksonville Chapter 

 The Jacksonville 
Chapter has started the year 
with multiple events. The 
color guard represented the 
SAR at the DAR Constitu-
tion lunch and at the annual 
Colonial celebration in Cal-
lahan. The youth programs 
for the year are well under 
way with two participants in 
the Knight Essay Contest. 
 David Ramseur, 
along with David Kelsey of 
the Flagler Chapter  contin-
ue to provide Leadership in 
developing the visitor site 
and erection of a monument 

at the Thomas Creek site. The site is now on the SAR Historic 
Sites Agenda . 

  On October 17 the Jacksonville chapter recognized 
Dr. Harold Baumgarten for wartime service to his country 
and having earned The Purple Heart Medal for wounds re-
ceived as part of the first wave of troops landed on D-Day, 6 
June 1944 on Omaha Beach.  Dr Baumgarten retold the story 
of his first hours during the landing. Almost 70 years later, he 
clearly recalled the names and hometowns of those killed in 
action in and near his arms on the Beach. His story began 
early in the battle, when Naval support was still hours away. 
Many of the landing boats were destroyed before the soldiers 
could be landed. Other men were killed stepping from the 
ramps of the boats into the neck-deep water. Others were hit 
before they could reach the 25 foot seawall and the bluff be-
yond it that contained enemy trenches and machine guns. His 
pride in service to his country, the 29th Division 
and Freemasonry are the cornerstones of his life. 
  After the war, he had a successful career in medicine 
in Jacksonville. The photos depict Harold Baumgarten in his 
World War II uniform and receiving the award from the Jack-
sonville Chapter.   
 

Lakeland Chapter 
 
 At the October chapter meeting, two new members 
were inducted into the chapter.  Compatriot Richard Hager-
man led the new members in their oath to SAR.  Compatriot 
Mel Sellers gave a brief history of Yorktown Day and in-
formed members about the American History Teacher Award.  
Compatriot Bill Thornhill spoke about the progress of the 
chapter webpage. 
 The speaker for this meeting was Col Gary Clark 
(USAF, Retired) who spoke about the upcoming Veteran Day 
events and programs going on in Polk County. 
 Chapter Distinguish Medals and Certificates were 
also given out to Compatriots Mel Sellers, Richard Hager-
man, Joe Hill, and John Snapp.  Compatriot William Bosley 
also received his supplemental Patriot certificate. 
 Then on October 26, 2013, the members of the chap-
ter’s color guard participated at the 8th gathering of Heredi-
tary Societies event that was held at Eaglebrooke. 
 

Naples Chapter 
 

  Again this year, Na-
ples Chapter Compatriots 
represented the founding fa-
thers of our great nation by 
participating in the City of 
Naples 4th of July Parade.  
Coachman Phil Ballou deftly 
steered his vintage 1976 El 
Dorado Cadillac through the 

city streets while fellow Compatriots entertained the cheering 
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crowds. Seated left to right are Compatriots, Don Cahill Com-
mander of the Bernardo de Galvez Camp #13 Color Guard Unit, 
Junior Member Travers Landreth, Roy Richardson and Phil Bal-
lou.  

The Naples Chapter looks forward to the upcoming 
school year and awarding deserving students who excel academi-
cally while displaying patriotism and a broad understanding of 
American history.  To that end, the Naples Chapter is proud to 
announce that the Collier County Public Schools Administration 
has approved the NSSAR's ROTC Rumbaugh Oration Competi-
tion, the Elementary School Americanism History Poster Contest 
and the Naples Chapter's American History Book Awards Pro-
gram. 
 The Naples Chapter held their first meeting of the 2013 
season at our new meeting venue, the Club at Longshore Lake on 
October 4, 2013.  At the meeting Ron Benson, Naples Chapter 
Registrar, received two Certificates for Supplemental Compatri-
ots.  Ron leads the chapter with a total of 15 Supplemental Patri-
ots.  Also during the meeting, NSSAR Veterans Recognition 
Chair, Chuck Sweeney presented Compatriot Ron Cormier his 
FLSSAR Veterans Battalion Certificate for his service as a Ma-
rine in Viet Nam.  Our next meeting will be a combined with the 
Big Cypress DAR and will include our program: “Old Ironsides”.  

Palm Beach Chapter 

Left Picture: Dr. Louis Watson, Edward O’Hara Esquire, Stephen 
Brook, Terry Friend, and Chapter President Ray Wess. Right 
Picture: Chapter President Ray Wess and Compatriot F. Russell 
Greenspan  
 
 The Palm Beach Chapter met on 15 October after a four 
month summer recess.  The chapter inducted four new members: 
Dr. Louis Watson, Edward O’Hara Esquire, Stephen Page, and 
Terry Friend.  The chapter also presented the WWII SAR War 
medal and certificate to Compatriot F. Russell Green-
span.   Compatriot Greenspan had also been presented with the 
French Legion of Merit by the French Ambassador to the United 
States on behalf of the President of France, for Compatriot 
Greenspan’s efforts to help liberate France during WWII.  Palm 
Beach Chapter President Ray Wess read the citation to those in 
attendance who in turn gave Compatriot Greenspan a standing 
ovation.  Mr. Waren Resen, a successful travel columnist made a 
power point presentation entitled, “ Historical Tourism at St. Au-
gustine Florida”.  Mr. Resen approached the subject of historical 
tourism from the concept of a casual tourist in relationship to the 
500th anniversary of the founding of St. Augustine.   

Saramana Chapter 

 The Saramana 
Chapter, Florida Sons of the 
American Revolution pre-
sented Dr. Bradley Abrams 
and Ms. Nadia Vizza with a 
Certificate of Appreciation 
for their help securing and 
sending sunscreen products 
to our active duty troops in 
Afghanistan. Dr. Abrams 
asked that the next certificate 
of appreciation be sent di-
rectly to the troops, who, he 
said really deserve our appre-
ciation for their service to 
America. The certificate was 
approved at the Annual 

Meeting of the Membership of the Florida Society.  The Sara-
mana chapter presented the award on behalf of the State Soci-
ety.This action represents the approval of the over 1,700 Flor-
ida members, many of whom are themselves veterans of our 
country’s armed services. 
 On November 15, 2013 the Saramana Chapter of the 
Sons of the American Revolution gathered with 45 guests, 
members and contestants so as to conduct business. Our 
luncheon meeting focus included: (1) the 2014 Election of 
Saramana Chapter Officers; (2) the Joseph S. Rumbaugh His-
torical Oration Contest, featuring Jerad Paparella of Bayshore 
High School and Whitney Stewart of the Sarasotra Military 
Academy; (3) the presentation by guest speaker Mr. Geoffrey 
Griswold Fisher who addressed “Shame Needs to Make a 
Comeback in America;” and (4) the induction of new chapter 
member Lloyd Alan Turman.  

Jerad Paparella of Bayshore High School takes top 
honors in the Saramana Chapter Joseph S. Rumbaugh His-
torical Oration Contest. His discourse, entitled “America’s 
Enigma, was delivered in a formal and dignified manner. It 
concerned initially the ending days of Thomas Jefferson 
who had been clinging on to life, waiting for the word that 
the Declaration of Independence had been signed. When 
that word came Thomas Jefferson faded from life but not 
from our history books. 
 In his closing remarks, Jerad noted that “Thomas 
Jefferson was a radical man in a radical time. He was, and 
always will be remembered as a great enigma. He used the 
right words at the right time. He is American scripture. If he 
were here today…he would undoubtedly write our way out 
of our nation’s most pressing issues, just as he did so elo-
quently 237 years ago.” With this win Jerad Paparella quali-
fies for the Florida Society state-wide competition, which 
occurs on Friday, January 24, 2014.  

 Sarasota Military Academy Cadet Whitney Stewart 
is the runner-up winner of the Saramana Chapter Joseph S. 
Rumbaugh Historical Oration Contest. Her discourse fo-
cus concerned “The Articles of Confederation.” It exhibit-
ed a clear understanding of how to link historical happen-
ings with modern-day issues. For example she explained 
how the Articles contributed to the success of our nation 
today. “The Articles…gave all of the power to the states, 
which forms the basis for our 10th Amendment….  This is 
its greatest success. Whether we are discussing the Jim 
Crow Law after Reconstruction, Prohibition during the 
1920s, or the implications of Roe v. Wade in 1973, the sov-
ereignty of the states is of utmost importance.” 

Left picture: Chapter Presi-
dent Ray Wess and Travel 
Columnist Waren Resen  
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St. Augustine Chapter 

 Compatriot Richard J. Mac-
Mullen was inducted into the St. Augus-
tine Chapter during the Chapter’s regu-
lar meeting on November 16, 2013. 
Compatriot MacMullen’s Patriot Ances-
tor was Joseph Jellison Sr. who served 
as a private in Capt. Crabtree’s Compa-
ny, Maine. Compatriot MacMullen was 
sponsored by Sydney Spink and Wil-

liam Roberts. Compatriot Roberts pinned the SAR Rosette on Com-
patriot MacMullen’s lapel. MacMullen is a resident of Elkton, FL. 
  Three members of the St. Augustine Chapter were recog-
nized for their service in the War in Vietnam when they were pre-
sented NSSAR Vietnam War Veterans Corps Certificates during the 
Chapter’s November. The recipients were William A. Roberts, 
George McCabe and Oscar Patterson.  
 

St. Lucie River Chapter 
 

 The St. Lucie 
River Chapter had the 
good fortune to induct 
another member this Fall,  
Seth Cody Fields , be-
came a member at the last 
meeting,  he is descended 
from Isaac Drake a Pri-
vate Soldier, who served 
in the New Jersey, New 
York and Pennsylvania 

lines.  In the picture from left to right Hall Riediger  President,  
Chuck McKinley , Registrar and Seth Fields.  Seth has also taken on 
the dual roles of Color Guard Commander and Sergeant at Arms for 
the Chapter. 

      Also the Chap-
ter presented awards to 
two Martin County Fire 
Rescue employees,  Lt. 
Thomas Shimanek was 
presented the SAR 
Emergency Medical  
Service Commendation 
Medal for his efforts 
with the Department.  Lt. 
Shimanek is the Ad-
vanced Medical Services 

Supervisor and is responsible for the training of the EMS personnel, 
he is also a medical officer on Southeast Florida Honor Fights and is 
a member of the Martin County Fire Rescue Honor Guard.   Bureau 
Chief  Douglas Killane   was presented the SAR Fire Safety Com-
mendation Medal for his efforts creating a reusable operating dis-
play for demonstrating the  effective use of sprinkler systems in pre-
venting loss of property and injuries.  The chapter is always delight-
ed to have the opportunity to honor the people , who put their lives 
on the line to protect us the public.  In the photo from left to right is  
Hall Riediger ,  Lt. Thomas Shimanek,  Bureau Chief Douglkas Kil-
lane and Division Chief Jon Belding. 

HISTORY OF AMERICA’S  

FIRST OFFICIAL FLAG  

THE GRAND UNION FLAG 
By Ben DuBose  

 The Grand Union Flag, also known as the Congress 
flag, the First Navy Ensign, the Cambridge Flag, and the 
Continental Colors, is without question the first national flag 
of the United States. 

   It is believed that it was ordered raised by General. 
Washington on, or near, Prospect Hill in Boston on 1 Janu-
ary, 1776 and it  was the most widely used flag, both on 
land and sea, by the patriots.  

    In addition, on that same date the Continental Ar-
my came into formal  existence. 

   To fully understand the history of American’s first 
official flag, The Grand Union Flag, we must go back to the 
origins of the flags that made up the British Union Jack in 
the canton. Which had its roots in the Crusades. 

 During the first Crusade 
1096-1099), Pope Urban II decid-
ed that knights of different nation-
alities should be distinguished by 
different colors of the cross: Eng-
lish crusaders would be distin-
guished by wearing a white cross 
on red; French crusaders a red 
cross on white; and Italian knights 

allocated a yellow cross on a white background. At some 
point however, English crusaders began wearing the red 
cross on white. 

 Then, in 1188 the French King, Philip II of France, 
accepted the claim of the English to the red cross on white, 
and the English and French officially exchanged their re-
spective crosses. But, since both English and French crusad-
ers had  long been associated with the red cross on white 
symbol, it became the standard Crusader emblem for both 
nations. 

     This cross, with a red 
cross on white, was originally the 
personal flag of another saint and 
key Christian figure, St. Am-
brose. He was adopted by the 
city of Milan (of which he was 
Archbishop) at least as early as 
the ninth century, its use spread 

over Northern Italy including Genoa. Genoa's patron saint 
was St. George and through the flag's use by the vast Geno-
ese trading fleet, the association between St. George and the 
red cross on a white background was carried throughout 
Europe. 

 As for St. George himself, the New Advent Catho-
lic Encyclopedia states: Martyr, patron of England, suffered 
at or near Lydda, also known as Diospolis, in Palestine, 
probably before the time of Constantine. According to the 
very careful investigation of the whole question recently 
instituted by Father Delehaye, the Bollandist, in the light of 
modern sources of information, the above statement sums 
up all that can safely be affirmed about St. George, despite 
his early cultus (Defined as Christian Religious Writings / 
Theology) and pre-eminent renown both in East and West. 

British Union Jack during 
the War of Independence 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pope_Urban_II�
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  Presents this history of the GRAND UNION FLAG. 

--------------------- 

THE CONGRESS COLORS or THE FIRST NAVY EN-
SIGN or THE CAMBRIDGE FLAG was authorized by the 
Second Continental Congress in 1775.   In the latter part of that 
year the delegates to the Congress realized the need for a unique 
symbol of the unity of the 13 American colonies.  A committee 
was appointed late that year to consider such a symbol of unity 
in a unique standard, or flag.  The committee consisted of Benja-
min Franklin (Pennsylvania), Benjamin Harrison (Virginia) and 
Thomas Lynch (South Carolina).  The three men did their home-
work, consulting with revolutionary leaders like George Wash-
ington but not ignoring the many Colonial leaders who were 
opposed to separation from Great Britain.  The resulting Grand 
Union Flag may have been one of the first examples of compro-
mise in the development of a new United States.  Designed by 
Francis Hopkinson who later was one of the signers of the Dec-
laration of Independence, the Colonies' new flag incorporated 
both trains of prevailing political thought: 

 Thirteen alternating red and white stripes comprised the 
body of the new flag to symbolize the uniqueness and unity of 
the 13 American colonies.  The development of a whole new 
flag further symbolized a degree of their attitude towards inde-
pendence. 

 The field of blue in the upper corner of the flag includ-
ed the British Union Jack, consisting of the cross of St. George 
of England and the cross of St. Andrew of Scotland.  By basical-
ly including a miniature British flag in the design of the new 
Colonial Flag, the committee was appealing to the wishes of 
many colonial leaders to repair and maintain their relationship 
with Great Britain. 

 Members of the Second Continental Congress consid-
ered this new symbol of the 13 American Colonies to be the 
CONGRESS COLORS.  On January 1, 1776 General George 
Washington's troops raised the their new flag on the liberty pole 
at Prospect Hill near the American General's headquarters in 
Cambridge, Massachusetts.  For this reason it became known by 
many as the CAMBRIDGE FLAG.  General Washington pre-
ferred to call it the GRAND UNION FLAG, a title that quickly 
caught on among his soldiers and then others throughout the 
colonies. Actually this first United States Flag was first seen 
flying from the masts of the Colonial fleet on the Delaware Riv-
er late in 1775 and before it was raised at Prospect Hill.  On 
December 3, 1775 a young Navy lieutenant named John Paul 
Jones raised the new Congress Colors aboard Captain Esek Hop-
kins flagship Alfred.  Thus to many, it became the FIRST NA-
VY ENSIGN. Ironically, this flag  was also the flag of the Brit-
ish East India Company.   It was the official flag of the 13 
American Colonies on July 4, 1776 when they declared inde-
pendence from England.  It was this same flag that represented 
the free and independent people of the Colonies on September 9, 
1776 when Congress gave their new nation a name, the "United 
States".  The famous "Washington Crossing the Delaware" 
painting created by Emanuel Leutze in 1851 aside, it was proba-
bly this flag that crossed the river with General George Wash-
ington and his men.   For almost the entire first year of the 
American Revolution, the Grand Union Flag was the ensign of 
the struggling new "United States". 

References: 

History of The United States Flags by Quaife. 

-Flags of American History by Crouthers. 

-Our Flag,109th Congress 

  Thus the stories of him slaying a dragon, and his refusal 
to renounce his Catholic faith as a Roman soldier - which lead to 
his beheading - can not be substantiated.  So, on with our story of 
The Grand Union flag. 

   In 1603, James VI of Scotland inherited the English and Irish 
thrones (as James I), thereby uniting the crowns of England, 
Scotland in a personal union (which was to  remained separate 
states). On 12 April 1606, a new flag to represent this regal union 
between England and Scotland was specified in a royal decree, 
according to which the flag of England (a red cross on a white 
background, known as St. George's Cross), and the flag of Scot-
land (a white saltire (Defined as an “X” cross) on a blue back-
ground, known as the Saltire or St. Andrew's Cross), would be 
joined together, forming the flag of Great Britain and its first 
union flag: 

 Overlap them and you wind 
up with this British Union Jack. 
Which is found in the canton of the 
Grand Union Flag.  

 The design of the Grand Un-
ion flag is VERY similar to the flag of 
the British East India Company 
(BEIC) which began in 1707 as a Brit-
ish joint-stock company formed for 
pursuing trade with the East Indies in 
competition with the Dutch merchants. 
But its biggest and best trade was with 
China - after the English developed a 
taste for tea.  

    For decades the BEIC was 
not allowed to do business with the 
colonies. They were forced to auction 

their tea only on the London market and from there it was 
shipped to the colonies. 

    The “Tea Act” of 1773 changed that and the BEIC be-
gan selling tea to the colonies.  

    According to where the BEIC was trading the stripes  on 
their flag ranged from nine to fifteen. Now they created a new 
flag with thirteen stripes. These stripes represented the colonies, 
while the canton had the British Union Jack, which symbolized 
their trade between the two.   

    In September and October 1773, the first seven ships 
carrying BEIC tea, and flying their new flag,  were sent to the 
colonies: four were bound for Boston, and one each for New 
York, Philadelphia, and Charleston. In those ships were more 
than 2,000 chests, containing nearly 600,000 pounds of tea. 

     Americans learned the details of the “Tea Act” and the 
new tea tax while the ships were en route, and opposition began 
to mount.   

   On December 16, 1773, after officials in Boston refused to 
return the last three shiploads of taxed tea to Britain, a group of 
colonists boarded the ships and destroyed the tea by throwing it 
into Boston Harbor. The incident remains an iconic event of 
American history, and other political protests often refer to it. 

    Plus, the BEIC refused to send any more ships to the colonies.  

 

The MILITARY TIMES @  

http://www.homeofheroes.com/hallofheroes/1st_floor/
flag/1bfa_hist.html 

 

England’s St. George’s  
Cross Flag 

Scotland’s St Andrew’s Cross 
Flag 

http://www.homeofheroes.com/hallofheroes/1st_floor/flag/1bfa_hist.html�
http://www.homeofheroes.com/hallofheroes/1st_floor/flag/1bfa_hist.html�
http://www.homeofheroes.com/hallofheroes/1st_floor/flag/1bfa_hist.html�
http://www.homeofheroes.com/hallofheroes/1st_floor/flag/1bfa_hist.html�
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pusued and delivered heavy fire, especially by the rude bridge 
near Concord.  

 These battles and the actions of the minutemen marked 
the outbreak of open armed conflict between Great Britain and 
their thirteen colonies in the mainland of British North Ameri-
ca. The importance and significance of these battles are 
summed in the assessment sent to London on the effectiveness 
of the minutemen. Stated in part it noted: “…during the whole 
affair the Rebels attacked in a scatted, irregular manner, but 
with perseverance and resolution…. Whoever looks upon them 
as an irregular mob, will find himself much mistaken. The Re-
bels had men amongst them who know very well what they are 
about, having been Rangers against the Indians and Canadians. 
Their country is much covered with wood, and hilly, which is 
advantageous for their method of fighting.” 

-Flags of America, by Hooper 

The MILITARY TIMES @  

http://www.homeofheroes.com/hallofheroes/1st_floor/
flag/1bfa_hist.html 

New Advent Catholic Encyclopedia @ 

http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/06453a.htm 

Remembering the  

Minutemen  
by Chuck Sweeney 

  It can be argued that 238 years ago the minutemen 
stood as a line of resistance between justice and injustice, for 
when the alarm sounded they were the first responders.  On or 
about this date of 12 April, but in the year 1775,  effective inlet 
gathered by the Patriot colonials had alerted the minutemen 
that nearly 700 British Army Regulars, under Lieutenant Colo-
nel Francis Smith had Secret orders from London  to capture 
and destroy military supplies that were reportedly stored by the 
Massachusetts militia at Concord. Hearing this, the Patriots 
moved most of their military supplies to other locations. Then 
they waited. 

 Many of the General Officers in the British Army 
shared the opinion that the American Patriots would never 
fight, or if they did, they would be ineffective. But they were 
wrong. Some British Officers openly mocked the Americans 
by saying the colonists were “cowardly and would never fight 
the crown.” But they were wrong. Even today most people that 
claim to know something about the American Revolution will 
tell you they believe the minutemen picked up their muskets, 
left their farms, and fought the first military engagements as 
individuals. But they are wrong. For the most part the minute-
men fought in company strength units of 30 to 50 men, under 
the command of their elected captains. 

On April 19th the Battles of Lexington, Concord and Battle 
Road occurred, with the British eventually conducting a tacti-
cal withdrawal toward Boston. As they did the minutemen 

 

By the rude bridge that arched the flood, Their  flag to 
April’s breeze unfurled, Here once the embattled farm-
ers stood, And fired the shot heard round the world.* 

*Ralph Waldo Emerson at Concord 

           Minuteman Statue (1837) 

http://www.homeofheroes.com/hallofheroes/1st_floor/flag/1bfa_hist.html�
http://www.homeofheroes.com/hallofheroes/1st_floor/flag/1bfa_hist.html�
http://www.homeofheroes.com/hallofheroes/1st_floor/flag/1bfa_hist.html�
http://www.homeofheroes.com/hallofheroes/1st_floor/flag/1bfa_hist.html�
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/06453a.htm�
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More Pictures from the Summer 2013 FLSSAR BOM and Annual Meeting 

.  If you have pictures or articles, you would like included in future editions of the FLSSAR Florida Patriot, please send them to Jeff 
Sizemore, Editor at swampfoxeditor@cfl.rr.com.  Articles about your Chapter, historical topic book reviews, and historical/patriotic 
articles are greatly appreciated. 
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FLSSAR Fall BOM at The Florida 
Hotel & Convention Center 

January 24— 25, 2014  

(Room Rate = $137.00 per night RSVP by 1/3/2014) 

800-588-4656 

 1500 Sandlake Road Orlando, FL 32809 

 
FROM INTERSTATE 4 WEST - (from Tampa): From I-4, take exit #74 (Sand Lake Road). At the bot-
tom of the ramp, turn right and continue on Sand Lake Road approximately 5 miles to Orange 
Blossom Trail (US 441-17-92). Turn right (south, go to the second light (Sun Life Path) and turn 
left into the Florida Mall. Continue straight, then follow signs to the hotel. 
 
FROM INTERSTATE 4 EAST - (from Daytona Beach and downtown Orlando): From I-4, take exit 
#80, Orange Blossom Trail (US 441-17-92). The exit ramp will merge with south bound traffic on 
Orange Blossom Trail. Continue south for approximately 5 miles. Go through the intersection at 
Sand Lake Road (SR 482), continue to the second light (Sun Life Path) and turn left into the Flori-
da Mall. Continue straight, then follow signs to the hotel. 
 
FROM THE FLORIDA TURNPIKE, NORTH OR SOUTH: From the Florida Turnpike, take exit #254, 
Orange Blossom Trail (US 441-17-92). Follow signs for "North-East 441." Continue straight on Or-
ange Blossom Trail to the third light (Sun Life Path) and turn right into the Florida Mall. Continue 
straight, then follow signs to the hotel. 
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